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| Pith line

Large burr

Branch

Turning Green Wood

the tree (Fig 2.9). On branches square to
the tree it is short; reducing the angle
increases the length of the figure. When
the angle is below 30° there tends to be a
significant amount of bark inclusion,
which reduces the usable amount of
figure, but this also shows on the surface.
Careful planning is necessary to get
the best out of this figure, right from
harvesting, which is a critical point. The
amount of figure in small trees, 6in
(150mm) diameter or under, is not worth
the effort, while over 20in (510mm)
diameter is difficult to handle because of
its size and weight. Logs between 10 and
15in (250 and 380mm) diameter are easier

=

angle

Healing growth
over broken
branch

Dead wood |
Crotch figure

Branch
angle

"~ Possible areas of
ripple figure caused
by fluctuating

stresses |

Fig 2.9 Where to find decorative figure in the tree

to handle and are therefaore good sizes to
start with. In a tree of this size it is best to
go for one good bowl from the crotch
area rather than two mediocre bowls, as
much of the figure will otherwise be lost
to the chainsaw.

Different bowl orientations in the
crotch will each produce something
different. In Fig 2.10 there are two cross-
grain options, F and G, with a third
example, H, made into the shape of a tall
end-grain vessel containing much of the
figure. Bowl lis a natural-edge bowl
incorporating the crotch wood as well as
an interesting rim with both rough- and
smooth-textured bark; it is positioned
close to the top of the crotch, making sure
there is enough thickness at the top to
accommodate the shape. The shape of the
crotch produces a particularly dramatic
natural-edge bowl.

Ripple

Ripple occurs in the whole of some
individual trees of species such as ash
and sycamore. Ripple sycamore is
sought-after by violin makers for making
the backs of fiddles, which is why the
ripple figure has become known as
‘fiddle-back’.

In an average tree, ripple is
sometimes found where there is
movement close to a solid area, such as
the bottom of the main trunk close to the
ground, or where a branch leaves the
main trunk (Fig 2.9). This is brought
about by the tree’s reaction to movement:
the swaying of the tree or branch in the
wind produces wavy, spring-like grain
which is flexible.

Burrs

‘Burr’ is an English word for a type of
growth on the side of the tree which is full
of bud eyes. This type of growth is the
tree’s reaction to insect irritation under
the bark; it is irregular compared with the
normal tree growth, but regular within
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