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Ostrom, Vincent, and Frances Pennell Bish, eds. Comparing urban service
delivery systems: Structure and performance, Sage Publications, Inc, 1977.
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—fiSBEIAT (general purpose government)

CountyBtfF (county government) 3034
MunicipalBIfF (municipal government) 19429
TownshipIiF (township government) 16504
(5138967)
P BE BT (special purpose government)

Za _)ll;"f Z I\ U 0 l\Hﬁ‘i(school district government) 300 28
YIPUMMSIIAT  (special district government) 35052
(:148558)

( U.S. Census Bureau, 2012
Census of Governments,

[.’f-.'ﬁ%‘|'87525] Individual State Descriptions,

2013)

Table 3. Local Governments and Public School Systems by Type and State: 2002

[For meaning of abbreviations and symbols, see introductory text]

General purpose Special purpose
Subcounty Public school systems
Geographic area Dependent
Town or Special School | public school
Total Total County’ Total Municipal township Total districts Total districts systems?
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11
United States ........... 87,525 38,967 3,034 35,933 19,429 16,504 48,558 35,052 15,014 13,506 1,508 7
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(US Census Bureau,2002 Census of Governments,Volume 1, Number 1, Government
Organization)
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(F|E)
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Governm entcorporation,

MICEEIFADE

EHEBAE (municipality),

library district

Governm entcorporation.
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Goverrmm entiIcE&£IRUEEZT5S

enterprise

EHREEEYNE (FederalNational
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Special District Functions

While special districts perform only one or a limited
number of functions, the functions can vary widely
from district to district, and include many that are
performed by general purpose governments. A partial
list of these functions is below, for context. Additional
detail is provided in each state’s description.

Air transportation (airports)

Cemeteries

Corrections

Education

Electric power

Fire protection

Gas supply

Health

Highways

Hospitals

Housing and community development

Industrial development

Libraries

Mortgage credit

Natural resources

Parking facilities

Parks and recreation

Sea and inland port facilities

Sewerage

Solid waste management

Transit

Water supply

U.S. Census Bureau, 2012 Census of Governments,

Individual State Descriptions,2013
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