




FY2023



Activity Report






March 2023

EROPA Local Government Center
(Local Autonomy College, 
Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communications)




1.　Attendance at the EROPA Conference

The 2023 EROPA Conference was held in Hanoi, Viet Nam over a four-day period from September 16 (Mon.) to 19 (Thurs.), 2023 on the theme “The Role of Public Governance in Socio-Economic Recovery and Development Towards the Sustainable Development Goals. ” Thirteen people listed in the table below attended the conference from Japan, including state representative Miyachi Toshiaki, President of the Local Autonomy College and two Local Government Center advisers; Takada Hirofumi, Vice-President at the National Graduate Institute for Policy Studies; and Kikuchi Masao, Professor at Meiji University.
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Since FY2014, EROPA Local Government Center has implemented the EROPA Research Conference Presenters Grant system that provides grants for young Japanese researchers who present articles on Japanese local governance at EROPA conferences. In FY2023, Nakagawa Go, Research Associate, Japan Municipal Research Center, and Terada Taketo, Ph.D. Candidate, Waseda University received grants and attended the conference to make their presentations at parallel sessions.
< Day 1 >
[bookmark: _Hlk151456113]On the first day, October 16, the 68th Executive Council Meeting began at 16:00. At the meeting, Dr. Alex Brillantes, Secretary General of EROPA reported on the activities of EROPA, followed by other activity reports by each of the technical centers, Dr. Kristoffer B. Berse, deputy editor of the editorial committee for ARPA (EROPA’s organizational bulletin) and Dr. Kikuchi Masao, Professor at Meiji University, chair of the Future Plans and Programs Committee. Besides, the following was discussed; Membership Application and Approval Process, Method and Frequency of the Executive Council Meeting, Membership Arrears, Revitalization of ARPA and Membership Fee Arrears Issues for India and Iran and so on. 

At the meeting, President Miyachi made a report on the activities of EROPA Local Government Center, referring to the results of Local Governance Training (discussed below), which is implemented jointly with the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA), Half-day Local Autonomy College  study tour for foreign visitors and Comparative Studies, which is a collection of comparative articles on public administration written by researchers mainly from EROPA member states.

< Days 2 to 4 > 
At the beginning of the opening ceremony on October 17, H.E. Pham Thi Thanh Tra, Minister of Home Affairs of Viet Nam and Dr. Alex Brillantes, Secretary-General of , EROPA, delivered welcoming speeches for the Hanoi conference. Then, President Miyachi made a greeting speech as representative of Japan during the General AssemblyⅠwhich was held after the ceremony.
[image: ]
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the 68th Executive Council Meeting                           President Miyachi making a greeting speech


On October 18, parallel sessions were held on each sub-theme, at which researchers made their presentations moderated by the coordinators. Researchers from Japan and their respective presentations were as follows:


1) Research Associate Nakagawa at Japan Municipal Research Center (Recipient of article presenter grant)
“A Study of Political Corruptions from The Perspective of Economic Growth and Socio-Political  
Function”

2) Ph.D. Candidate Terada at Waseda University (Recipient of article presenter grant)
“An empirical analysis of the trade-off hypothesis between homeownership and welfare: The case of 
Japanese local government”

3) Professor Inatsugu at Waseda University 
“Public Personnel Administration of the Local Government in Japan: 
How the Central Government Controls the Total Personnel Cost Nationwide”
4) Professor Kamiko at Ritsumeikan University 
“Introduction of Whistle-blowing System in Municipalities in Kyoto Prefecture, Japan ’’

5) Associate Professor Nishimura at Osaka University
“An Empirical Study of the Relations Between Residents’ Trust and Performance of Local Government: 
Case of the Philippines”

6) Professor Fujiwara at Otemon Gakuin University
“Sustainable Governance for Immigration Management in Japan: The Role of Public Introduction in the 
Provision of Japanese Language Education”

[image: ]General AssemblyⅡ and Closing Ceremony were held in the afternoon on of October 19. At the General AssemblyⅡ, Dr. Kikuchi reported on the results of Future Plans and Programs Committee, before Dr. Kristroffer gave a summary of the conference. Subsequently, a presenter from Malaysia and two presenters from Viet Nam were given Best Paper Award and a female presenter from Philippines was selected as the Women Award winner. Finally, the closing remark was made by Dr. Trieu Van Cuong, Vice Minister, Minister of Home Affairs, Viet Nam and the conference came to an end.
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2.　Implementation of Local Governance Training

This training program is implemented jointly with the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) every year based on EROPA’s request, with the aim of helping to boost standards for local public administration mainly in the EROPA member countries. We accept as trainees those public employees from developing countries who are engaged in tasks related to local governance, holding courses for them at Local Autonomy College, and providing them with on-site training at Japanese local public agencies. FY2023 marked its 58th implementation. Each year about 15 trainees are accepted, with the total number of people accepted since the first implementation concurrent with the formation of EROPA Local Government Center in October 1964 reaching 666 people from 70 countries by FY2023.

In FY2023, training was implemented for 12 trainees from 10 countries (4 trainees from Asian and Africa countries respectively and 2 trainees from East Europe countries and South America countries) over a 5-week period from October 25 to November 28.
The curriculum was arranged with the lectures on local administrative systems, etc, article writing, report presentation and on-site training at local public agencies. University professors and other distinguished persons who are well versed in each field served as the instructors.
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The lecture on Nature of New Administration / Civil Society Collaboration by Prof. Ogawa, Kwansei Gakuin University
Black Wall Square in Nagahama City

　　　　
“Opening Ceremony” was held on October 26 when the training started, followed by “Inception Report Presentation Meeting” on October 27, “Recap Discussion on lectures and visits” during the middle phase of the training on November 20, “Assessment Report Presentation” at the end of the training on November 27, and “Closing Ceremony” on November 28.

[image: ]Inception Reports are summarized reports that every trainee submits before beginning of training and they include both the analyses on the public administration challenges faced by  their organizations and the initiatives of their countries to address such challenges. 
On the other hand, Assessment Reports come about as a result of the training, and they compare Japan’s regional system with the systems in each trainee’s home country, providing suggestions aimed at solving their own country’s public administration challenges for public administration.Assessment Report Presentation 


In FY2023, on-site training was conducted in the Kanto region (Tachikawa City, Koto City, Chiba City, Katori City, and Narita City), where trainees listened to explanations about such initiatives as cultural promotion, history of waste disposal, Ariake Area development, Makuhari New City, decreasing birthrate & aging population, and achievements & challenges of international city "Narita." The trainees extended their visit to Shiga Prefecture and Mie Prefecture (Otsu City, Omi Hachiman City, Nagahama City, Tsu City and Yokkaichi City), where trainees listened to explanations about digital innovation (Otsu City), observation of Kirihara Elementary School, Nagahama City's vision of industrial promotion, promotional measures for the southern region of Mie Prefecture and history of Yokkaichi asthma.
[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ][image: ]
[bookmark: _Toc410655682]
3. Editing of Comparative Studies of Public Administration 

This is a collection of comparative articles in English on local public administration written by researchers mainly from EROPA member countries. In accordance with a 1981 general assembly resolution, the collection of articles is published with the aim of promoting comparative research on local public administration in the Asia-Pacific region. Since 1984, it has been compiled once every two to three years. The copies are distributed to EROPA member countries, EROPA group and individual members in Japan, Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communications, related organizations, local public entities, researchers, and others.
In June 2020, Vol. 13 was published under the editorial board consisting of 5 members; Nakamura Akira, Professor Emeritus at Meiji University; Agata Koichiro, Professor at Waseda University, Takada Hirofumi, Vice-President at the National Graduate Institute for Policy Studies, Koike Osamu, Professor at Yokohama National University and Kikuchi Masao, then-Associate Professor at Meiji University. The theme was “Local Governance in the Age of technology Transformation and Global Uncertainty.”
In FY 2023, Local Government Center launched the editorial committee with the aim of discussing the themes of the issue and selecting the writers in order to publish Vol. 14 in FY 2024. The members of the committee are Nakamura Akira, Professor Emeritus at Meiji University; Agata Koichiro, Professor at Waseda University, Takada Hirofumi, Vice-President at the National Graduate Institute for Policy Studies, Kikuchi Masao, Professor at Meiji University; Jiannan Wu, Professor at Shanghai Jiao Tong University and Maria Fe Villamejor-Mendoza, Professor at the University of the Philippines Diliman.

<Past Issues Published>
Vol. 1 ｢The Local Public Administration in Asian and Pacific Countries｣ (Year 1984)
Vol. 2 ｢The Training System in the Public Service｣ (Year 1986)
Vol. 3 ｢The Role of Local Government in the Development of Depopulated Rural Areas｣ (Year 1990)
Vol. 4 ｢The Role of Residents, Non-governmental Organizations and Quasi-public Agencies in Local Government｣ (Year 1992)
Vol. 5 ｢Human Resource Development in Public Administration｣ (Year 1994)
Vol. 6 ｢Reforming Government: New Concepts and Practices in Local Public Administration｣ (Year 1998)
Vol. 7 ｢Local Governance and National Development｣ (Year 2001)
Vol. 8 ｢Public Reform, Policy Change, and New Public Management: From the Asia and Pacific Perspective｣ (Year 2004)
Vol. 9 ｢Civil Society and Local Governance｣ (Year 2006)
Vol. 10 ｢Local governance under stress: Fiscal Retrenchment and Expanding Public Demands on Government｣ (Year 2009)
Vol. 11 ｢Integrated Human Capacity Building In the Age of Decentralization｣ (Year 2012)
[bookmark: _Hlk152059009]Vol. 12 ｢Enhancing the Quality of Local Governance: Institutionalization, Capacity Building and Inter-Governmental Relations｣ (Year 2015)
　Vol. 13「Local Governance in the Age of technology Transformation and Global Uncertainty」（Year 2020）















4.　Local Autonomy College Tours
In addition to the Local Governance Training discussed in the above Section 2, Local Autonomy College conducts half-day and full-day training sessions as needed for public employees and researchers from overseas.
The public employees and researchers were accepted as below.
	Year
	
Number of Times
	Number of Persons
	Participating Countries

	2019
	7
	74
	Myanmar, Bangladesh, China, Malaysia 

	2021
	1
	8

	Philippines, Nepal, Cambodia, Viet Nam

	2023
	5
	47
	Philippines, Nepal, Vie Nam, Hong 
Kong, Taiwan, China, Bangladesh, 
Laos, Eritrea



5.　Local Governance Textbook (English)
The Local Governance Textbook is an English teaching resource on local governance in Japan created for Local Governance Training, covering the topics of local public administration systems, local public employee systems, election systems, local fiscal administration systems, local public enterprise systems and local taxation systems.
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18:30- 18:00-

AM

Lunch

Time



The 68th Executive

Council meeting

Conference Plenary Ⅱ:

①Mr. Kenneth Sim　   Dean, Chandler Academy of

Gogernance, Singapore

②Dr. Amporn Tamronglak　  President, Public

Administration Association of Thailand

③Dr. Dougro Lee　  President, Korean Association

for Public Administration

④Dr. Prabhat Datta    Adjunct Professor of

Political Science and Public Administration,

St.Xavier's University, India

October 18(Wed.)

National Convention center

08:00-12:00

10:00-10:15

Coffee break

12:00-14:00



12:00-13:00

October 19 (Thurs.)

National Convention Center

10:15-12:00

④Dr. Mohammad AI　Sharhan

Managing Director, World

Government Summit Organization,

Dubai, United Arab Emirates

⑤Mr. Phan Trung Tuan  General

Director, Department of Local

Governence, MoHA, Viet Nam

General Assembly Ⅱ
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Welcome Dinner Executive Council
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①Hon. Dakila Carlo Cua

President, Union of Local

Authorities of the Philippines
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of People's Committee of Lam

Dong Province, Viet Nam
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①H.E.Pham Thi Thanh Tra  Minister of Home Affairs , Viet

Nam

②Dr.Alex Brillantes Jr. Secretary-General of EROPA

Conference Plenary I

①Hon.Benjamin Abalos,Jr.    Minister of the Interrior

and Local Government, Philippines

②Dr. Bakyt Zhexembay     Astana Civil Service Hub,

Kazakhstan

③YBhg. Datuk Dr. Anesee Ibrahim　 Deputy Director

General, Public Service Depeartment, Malaysia

④Dr. Agus Pramusinto　  Chairman, Civil Service

Commision, Indonesia



Parallel Session

ⅠSocio-Economic Recovery and

Development;Issues raised and the

Need for Renewal of Public

Governence



Ⅱ Renewal of Public Goverence to

Promote Socio-Economic Recovery

and Development

 

Ⅲ Building Public Governence

Capacity to Promote Socio-

Economic Recovery and Development

※including Coffee break



13:00-18:00

Parallel Session
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Development;Issues raised and the

Need for Renewal of Public

Governence



Ⅱ Renewal of Public Goverence to

Promote Socio-Economic Recovery
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Ⅲ Building Public Governence

Capacity to Promote Socio-

Economic Recovery and Development
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Conference Plenary Ⅲ

①Ms. Amor Maclang　 Convenor, Digital Pilipinas

②Dr. Eduardo Araral, Jr.   National University of

Singapore

③Dr. Woothisarn Tanchai　 President, University

Council Nakhon Pathom Rajabhat University


image5.emf
October 16(Mon.)

National Convention

Center

October 17 (Tues.)

National Convention Center

07:30－09:00 09:00-10:00

Registration

08:30-09:00

Coutesy Call of Heads of Delegatons with

Minister of MoHA, Viet Nam

10:30-10:45

Coffee break

10:45-12:45

12:45-14:00

14:30-16:00 14:00-15:30

Advanced Registration

16:00-18:30

15:30-15:45

Coffee Break

15:45-17:15

18:30- 18:00-

General Assembly Ⅰ



Conference Plenary Ⅳ

①Hon. Dakila Carlo Cua

President, Union of Local

Authorities of the Philippines

②Dr. Kikuchi    Professor,

Meiji University, Japan

③Dr. Pham S　   Vice Chairman

of People's Committee of Lam

Dong Province, Viet Nam



14:00-17:00

09:00-10:30

Opening Ceremony

Welcoming Remarks & Keynote Adresses

①H.E.Pham Thi Thanh Tra  Minister of Home Affairs , Viet

Nam

②Dr.Alex Brillantes Jr. Secretary-General of EROPA

Conference Plenary I

①Hon.Benjamin Abalos,Jr.    Minister of the Interrior

and Local Government, Philippines

②Dr. Bakyt Zhexembay     Astana Civil Service Hub,

Kazakhstan

③YBhg. Datuk Dr. Anesee Ibrahim　 Deputy Director

General, Public Service Depeartment, Malaysia

④Dr. Agus Pramusinto　  Chairman, Civil Service

Commision, Indonesia



Parallel Session

ⅠSocio-Economic Recovery and

Development;Issues raised and the

Need for Renewal of Public

Governence



Ⅱ Renewal of Public Goverence to

Promote Socio-Economic Recovery

and Development

 

Ⅲ Building Public Governence

Capacity to Promote Socio-

Economic Recovery and Development

※including Coffee break



13:00-18:00

Parallel Session1

ⅠSocio-Economic Recovery and

Development;Issues raised and the

Need for Renewal of Public

Governence



Ⅱ Renewal of Public Goverence to

Promote Socio-Economic Recovery

and Development

 

Ⅲ Building Public Governence

Capacity to Promote Socio-

Economic Recovery and Development

※including Coffee break

Conference Plenary Ⅲ

①Ms. Amor Maclang　 Convenor, Digital Pilipinas

②Dr. Eduardo Araral, Jr.   National University of

Singapore

③Dr. Woothisarn Tanchai　 President, University

Council Nakhon Pathom Rajabhat University



PM

AM

Lunch

Time



The 68 Executive

Council meeting

Conference Plenary Ⅱ:

①Mr. Kenneth Sim　   Dean, Chandler Academy of

Gogernance, Singapore

②Dr. Amporn Tamronglak　  President, Public

Administration Association of Thailand

③Dr. Dougro Lee　  President, Korean Association

for Public Administration

④Dr. Prabhat Datta    Adjunct Professor of

Political Science and Public Administration,

St.Xavier's University, India

October 18(Wed.)

National Convention center

08:00-12:00

10:00-10:15

Coffee break

12:00-14:00

Dinner



Welcome Dinner

12:00-13:00

Executive Council

Dinner

October 19 (Thurs.)

National Convention Center



10:15-12:00

④Dr. Mohammad AI　Sharhan

Managing Director, World

Government Summit Organization,

Dubai, United Arab Emirates

⑤Mr. Phan Trung Tuan  General

Director, Department of Local

Governence, MoHA, Viet Nam

General Assembly Ⅱ

Closing Remarks


image6.emf

image7.jpeg




image8.emf

image9.emf
Week Date Day Morning (10

：

00

～

12

：

30) Afternoon 

（

13

：

30

～

16

：

00

）

Training venue

0 10/24 Tue.

10/25 Wed.

Briefing  Program orientation

TIC

10/26 Thu.

Opening ceremony,

Local Autonomy College (LAC) tour, etc.

 History of JICA's ODA, General Orientation

LAC/TIC

10/27 Fri. LAC

10/28 Sat.

10/29 Sun.

10/30 Mon.

Public Service System (Central Goverenment)

　

(Prof. Inatsugu, Waseda Univ.)

Public Service System (Local Government)

　

(Prof. Inatsugu, Waseda Univ.)

LAC

10/31 Tue.

Politics and Administration in Japan

　

(Prof. Emeritus Nakamura, Meiji Univ. ) Postwar Economic Development in Japan

　

(Prof. Emeritus Nakamura, Meiji Univ. )

LAC

11/1 Wed.

Tachikawa City

 Outline of Tachikawa City,  Outline of Tachikawa City

Cultural Promotion Policy, Faret Tachikawa Art

Green Springs

Facility Tour

Tachikawa City

11/2 Thu.

Local Government and Administrative Reform ( Prof.

Kamiko, Ritsumeikan Univ.)

Local Public Finane ( Prof. Kamiko, Ritsumeikan Univ.)

LAC

11/3 Fri.

11/4 Sat.

11/5 Sun.

11/6 Mon. History of Waste Disposal and War against Garbage in Tokyo

Regional development of Ariake Area,  Nursing Home, Ariake Area

Development

Koto City

11/7 Tue.

Disaster and Information (Mr. Nogami, Japan Fire & Crisis

Management Association)

Environmental Protection and Japanese Experience (Prof.

Koike, Yokohama National Univ.)

TIC

11/8 Wed.

Outline of Chiba City, Bidding System Makuhari New City

Chiba City

11/9 Thu.

Address by Mayor of Katori City, Decreasing Birthrate & Aging

Population: Future prospect of city administration

 Achievements & Challenges of a Tourist City

Achievements & Challenges of International City "Narita"

Experience & Achievements of Education for Adults

Katori City

/Narita City

11/10 Fri.

Urban Development in Japan ( Prof. Kikuchi, Meiji Univ.)

 E-Government Development & DX in LGs in Japan ( Prof.

Kikuchi, Meiji Univ.)

LAC

11/11 Sat.

11/12 Sun.

11/13 Mon.

Digital Innovation in Otsu City

Outline of and Observation of Japan Intercultural Acadey of Municipalities

Otsu City

11/14 Tue.

Outline of the Community Center and Observation of

Kirihara Elementary School

Nagahama City's Vision of Industrial Promotion

Promotion of "Hama chirimen (fabric)"

Omi Hachiman

City

/Nagahama City

11/15 Wed.

Role of Prefecture, Promotional Measures for Mie

Prefecture Southern Region

History of Yokkaichi Asthma,

Initiatives to become an Environmentally Advanced City

Tsu City

/Yokkaichi City

11/16 Thu.

Self-Study

Local Assembly and Citizen Participation (Prof. Ida, Meiji Univ. ) TIC/LAC

11/17 Fri.

 Nature of New Administration / Civil Society Collaboration

(Prof. Ogawa, Kwansei Gakuin Univ.)

Local Tax Collection and Delinquency Disposition

(Kokubunji City)

LAC

11/18 Sat.

11/19 Sun.

11/20 Mon.

 Educational Environment / School Lunch and Cleaning Time

Recap Discussion on lectures and visits (Prof. Emeritus

Nakamura, Meiji Univ. )



Tachikawa City

2nd Elmentary

School /LAC

11/21 Tue.

Crisis Management of Local Governments (Prof. Tsukada,

Ryutsu Keizai Univ.)

Women Empowerment (Associate Prof. Yamagishi, Ohtsuki

City College)

LAC

11/22 Wed.

Shrinking Population: Declining birthrate and Aging Society

(Prof. Kato, Meiji Univ.)

Program Evaluation (Prof. Emeritus Nakamura, , Meiji Univ. ) LAC

11/23 Thu.

11/24 Fri. TIC

11/25 Sat.

11/26 Sun.

11/27 Mon. LAC

11/28 Tue.

Training Results /  Wrap-Up Discussion (Prof. Emeritus

Nakamura, Meiji Univ, Prof. Agata, Waseda Univ. )

Closing Ceremony / Reception

LAC

6 11/29 Wed.

Schedule of FY2023 Local Governance Training

Trainees come to Japan

1

Inception Report presentation meeting

　

(Prof. Emeritus Nakamura, Meiji Univ, Prof. Agata, Waseda Univ. )

Day off



Day off



3

Day off



2

4

Day off



5

Day off



Assesment Report (Past + Future) Presentation ( Prof. Emeritus Nakamura, Meiji Univ, Prof. Agata, Waseda Univ. )

Trainees return to their home countries

Preparation of perspective report

Day off
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