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Indian IT and
Communications
Minister Pramod

Mahajan Pays Courtesy
Visit to Senior Vice-
Minister KOSAKA

On September 3, 2001, Mr. Pramod
Mahajan, Minister of Information Tech-
nology and Minister of Communications
paid a courtesy visit to Rep. Kenji
KOSAKA, Senior Vice-Minister for Pub-
lic Management, Home Affairs, Posts
and Telecommunications.

Minister Mahajan visited Japan to par-
ticipate in the Japan-India IT Summit
held in Japan, etc.  During the courtesy
visit, Senior Vice-Minister KOSAKA ex-
plained the “e-Japan Strategy” and
MPHPT’s major IT policies.  In re-
sponse to the explanation, Minister
Mahajan stated that i) India has become
a powerful center of IT human resources,
ii) the country will develop software and
export thereof to Japan, iii) India will
dispatch IT professionals to Japan and
iv) both countries shall strengthen coop-
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erative ties.
In addition, in commemorating the

50the anniversary in April 2002 of es-
tablishment of Japan-India diplomatic
relationship, Minister Mahajan proposed
that both countries would issue com-
memorative stamps (the Indian Ministry
of Communications is in charge of postal
administration).
Note: Japan-India IT Summit: Meeting be-

tween Mr. Heizo TAKENAKA, Minister of
State (Economic and Fiscal Policy, In-
ternet Fair 2001 Japan, IT Policy) and
Minister Mahajan.  This IT Summit is
one of the “Japan-India IT Promotion
and Cooperation Initiative” agreed
upon in August 2000 between former
Prime Minister Yoshiro MORI and In-
dian Prime Minister Atal Behari
Vajpayee during Prime Minister MORI’s
visit to India.

IT Policy Principles
Focusing on Priority Areas in FY2002 Budget

The dynamic development of IT (in-
formation technology) on a global scale
together with the rapid diffusion of the
Internet and rapidly evolving communi-
cations technologies is nothing short of

a social revolution on a par with the Ag-
ricultural Revolution or the Industrial
Revolution.  Japan is facing issues that
include environmental concerns, the
rapid aging of society, falling birthrates,

urban redevelopment, etc. in the midst
of this age of vigorous transformation.
The positive introduction and diffusion
of IT is an essential element toward
finding a solution to all these challenges
for the country.  In other words, promo-
tion of IT-oriented restructuring of in-
dustries is the only way for the Japanese
industry to be recovered and maintain
sustainable economic growth in the fu-
ture.  It is necessary to focus all our at-
tention on promotion of IT.  Based on
such understanding, the Government has
developed an “e-Japan Strategy” as
manifestation of Japan’s policy target of
becoming the most advanced IT nation

MPHPT published a paper entitled “IT Policy Principles,” which outlines priorities
for IT policies in the FY2002 budget on August 28.
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in the world over the next five years, to-
gether with its action plans, “e-Japan
Priority Policy Programs” and “FY2002

Programs.”  Specific objectives have
been identified and an outline of the
measures that need to be promoted, es-

pecially with respect to budgetary sup-
port priorities.

Im
pl

em
en

tin
g 

th
e 

ab
ov

e 
po

lic
ie

s 
is

 e
xp

ec
te

d 
to

 r
es

ul
t i

n 
a 

ris
e 

in
 J

ap
an

es
e 

m
an

uf
ac

tu
rin

g 
ou

tp
ut

 w
or

th
 1

. 5
02

 tr
ill

io
n 

ye
n,

 a
nd

 th
e 

cr
ea

tio
n 

of
 8

9,
00

0 
ne

w
 jo

bs
, b

y 
th

e 
en

d 
of

 F
Y

20
02

.

O
u

tl
in

e 
o

f 
IT

 P
o

lic
y 

P
ri

n
ci

p
le

s

P
ro

m
ot

in
g 

po
lic

ie
s 

th
at

 a
ch

ie
ve

 th
e 

in
te

ns
iv

e 
an

d 
st

ra
te

gi
c 

ad
va

nc
em

en
t i

n 
in

fo
rm

at
io

n 
te

ch
no

lo
gy

 (
IT

) 
is

 im
pe

ra
tiv

e 
in

 o
rd

er
 to

 d
ea

l e
ffe

ct
iv

el
y 

w
ith

 th
e 

is
su

es
 th

at
 c

on
fr

on
t 

Ja
pa

n 
to

da
y.

  C
ha

lle
ng

es
 s

uc
h 

as
 e

nv
iro

nm
en

ta
l p

ro
bl

em
s,

 th
e 

re
su

sc
ita

tio
n 

of
 u

rb
an

 a
re

a,
 a

nd
 th

e 
ag

in
g 

po
pu

la
tio

n 
re

su
lti

ng
 fr

om
 a

 d
ec

lin
in

g 
bi

rt
hr

at
e,

 m
us

t b
e 

ha
nd

le
d 

to
ge

th
er

 w
ith

 s
tr

uc
tu

ra
l r

ef
or

m
 a

nd
 w

or
k 

to
w

ar
d 

ec
on

om
ic

 r
ec

ov
er

y.

O
bj

ec
tiv

es

E
st

ab
lis

h 
an

d 
pr

om
ot

e 
th

e 
us

e 
of

 u
ltr

ah
ig

h-
sp

ee
d 

ne
tw

or
k 

in
fr

as
tr

uc
tu

re

- 
P

ro
m

ot
e 

th
e 

es
ta

bl
is

hm
en

t, 
w

ith
in

 fi
ve

 y
ea

rs
, o

f i
nf

o-
co

m
m

un
ic

at
io

ns
 n

et
w

or
ks

 th
at

 m
at

ch
 w

or
ld

's
 h

ig
he

st
 s

ta
nd

ar
ds

, 
an

d 
w

hi
ch

 p
er

m
it 

ul
tr

ah
ig

h-
sp

ee
d 

In
te

rn
et

 a
cc

es
s 

at
 a

 r
ea

so
na

bl
e 

ch
ar

ge
 to

 e
ve

ry
on

e 
w

ho
 w

an
ts

 it
.

T
h

e 
w

o
rl

d
's

 h
ig

h
es

t 
st

an
d

ar
d

 In
te

rn
et

 n
et

w
o

rk
 in

cl
u

d
es

:
- 

IP
v6

;
- 

H
ig

h-
le

ve
l p

ro
te

ct
io

n 
of

 p
riv

ac
y 

an
d 

se
cu

rit
y

- 
Le

ad
in

g 
ed

ge
, h

ig
h-

sp
ee

d 
w

ire
le

ss
 In

te
rn

et
 a

cc
es

s
In

ex
p

en
si

ve
 a

cc
es

s 
fo

r 
ev

er
yo

n
e:

- 
A

t m
in

im
um

, i
t w

ill
 b

e 
po

ss
ib

le
 fo

r 
30

 m
ill

io
n 

ho
us

eh
ol

ds
 to

 
ha

ve
 c

on
tin

uo
us

 h
ig

h-
sp

ee
d 

In
te

rn
et

 a
cc

es
s 

an
d 

10
 m

ill
io

n 
ho

us
eh

ol
ds

 to
 h

av
e 

co
nt

in
uo

us
 u

ltr
ah

ig
h-

sp
ee

d 
In

te
rn

et
 

ac
ce

ss
.

- 
E

nc
ou

ra
ge

 th
e 

di
gi

ta
liz

at
io

n 
of

 b
ro

ad
ca

st
s 

as
 th

e 
fo

un
da

tio
n 

fo
r 

br
in

gi
ng

 th
e 

IT
 r

ev
ol

ut
io

n 
to

 th
e 

ho
m

e.

1.
 H

ig
h-

sp
ee

d 
In

te
rn

et
 a

cc
es

s 
is

 e
xp

an
di

ng
-

It 
is

 e
xp

ec
te

d 
th

at
 th

e 
se

rv
ic

es
 w

ill
 in

cr
ea

se
 s

te
ad

ily
 a

nd
 m

ee
t t

he
 o

bj
ec

tiv
e 

of
 p

ro
vi

di
ng

 3
0 

m
ill

io
n 

ho
us

eh
ol

ds
 w

ith
 h

ig
h-

sp
ee

d 
In

te
rn

et
 a

cc
es

s.
 (

D
S

L 
se

rv
ic

es
 in

 J
ap

an
 a

re
 n

ow
 p

ric
ed

 
lo

w
er

 th
an

 in
 th

e 
U

ni
te

d 
S

ta
te

s.
  S

er
vi

ce
s 

of
fe

rin
g 

m
ax

im
um

 a
cc

es
s 

sp
ee

ds
 o

f 8
 M

bp
s 

at
 

ab
ou

t 3
, 0

00
 y

en
 p

er
 m

on
th

 w
ill

 b
eg

in
 in

 e
ar

ne
st

 in
 S

ep
te

m
be

r 
20

01
.)

2.
 W

id
er

 c
ov

er
ag

e 
an

d 
lo

w
er

 fe
es

 a
re

 e
xp

ec
te

d 
fo

r 
ul

tr
ah

ig
h-

sp
ee

d 
In

te
rn

et
 a

cc
es

s
-

C
ur

re
nt

ly
, s

er
vi

ce
s 

w
ith

 m
ax

im
um

 a
cc

es
s 

sp
ee

ds
 o

f 1
00

 M
bp

s 
is

 li
m

ite
d 

to
 p

or
tio

ns
 o

f t
he

 
To

ky
o 

an
d 

O
sa

ka
 m

et
ro

po
lit

an
 a

re
as

.  
M

on
th

ly
 fe

es
 r

an
ge

 fr
om

 a
bo

ut
 6

,0
00

 y
en

 a
nd

 h
ig

he
r. 

(U
nd

er
 th

e 
de

ve
lo

pm
en

t s
ch

ed
ul

e 
to

 b
e 

im
pl

em
en

te
d 

by
 p

riv
at

e-
se

ct
or

 p
ro

vi
de

rs
 u

p 
to

 2
00

5,
 

se
rv

ic
e 

co
ve

ra
ge

 w
ill

 n
ot

 b
e 

ex
te

nd
ed

 to
 lo

w
 p

op
ul

at
io

n 
de

ns
ity

 a
re

as
, e

tc
.)

3.
 D

ig
ita

l b
ro

ad
ca

st
in

g 
is

 p
ro

gr
es

si
ng

 s
te

ad
ily

-
B

y 
F

Y
20

03
, d

ig
ita

l t
er

re
st

ria
l b

ro
ad

ca
st

in
g 

is
 s

ch
ed

ul
ed

 to
 b

eg
in

 in
 J

ap
an

's
 m

aj
or

 
m

et
ro

po
lit

an
 a

re
as

 c
en

te
re

d 
on

 T
ok

yo
, O

sa
ka

 a
nd

 N
ag

oy
a,

 a
nd

 in
 a

ll 
ot

he
r 

ar
ea

s 
by

 2
00

6.
 

(A
na

lo
g 

br
oa

dc
as

tin
g 

is
 s

ch
ed

ul
ed

 to
 b

e 
co

m
pl

et
el

y 
ph

as
ed

 o
ut

 b
y 

20
11

.)

1.
 D

ev
el

op
 n

ec
es

sa
ry

 n
et

w
or

k 
in

fr
as

tr
uc

tu
re

1)
 E

st
ab

lis
h 

fib
er

-o
pt

ic
 te

le
co

m
m

un
ic

at
io

ns
 n

et
w

or
ks

 in
 lo

w
 p

op
ul

at
io

n 
de

ns
ity

 a
re

as
, e

tc
.;

2)
 P

ro
m

ot
e 

th
e 

ef
fic

ie
nt

 u
se

 o
f r

ad
io

 fr
eq

ue
nc

ie
s.

2.
 Im

pl
em

en
t f

ur
th

er
 r

eg
ul

at
or

y 
re

fo
rm

s
1)

 P
ro

m
ot

e 
fa

ir 
co

m
pe

tit
io

n 
in

 th
e 

te
le

co
m

m
un

ic
at

io
ns

 b
us

in
es

s 
fie

ld
;

2)
 A

dv
an

ce
 r

eg
ul

at
or

y 
re

fo
rm

s 
in

 th
e 

br
oa

dc
as

tin
g 

fie
ld

;
3)

 E
st

ab
lis

h 
a 

co
m

pe
tit

iv
e 

en
vi

ro
nm

en
t t

o 
st

im
ul

at
e 

pr
od

uc
tio

n 
of

 a
pp

lic
at

io
ns

 a
nd

 c
on

te
nt

.

3.
 C

re
at

e 
w

or
ld

-c
la

ss
 in

fo
rm

at
io

n 
ne

tw
or

ks
1)

 P
ro

m
ot

e 
th

e 
IP

v6
 s

ta
nd

ar
d;

2)
 E

nc
ou

ra
ge

 th
e 

de
ve

lo
pm

en
t o

f c
or

e 
te

ch
no

lo
gi

es
 r

el
at

ed
 to

 In
te

rn
et

 u
se

 (
fo

r 
ex

am
pl

e,
 th

ro
ug

h 
de

m
on

st
ra

tio
ns

 o
f I

T
 a

pp
lic

at
io

ns
, "

e!
 P

ro
je

ct
")

;
3)

 E
st

ab
lis

h 
se

cu
re

 a
nd

 r
el

ia
bl

e 
in

fo
rm

at
io

n 
ne

tw
or

ks
.

4.
 P

ro
m

ot
e 

de
ve

lo
pm

en
t o

f c
on

te
nt

1)
 T

es
t a

nd
 e

va
lu

at
e 

sy
st

em
s 

to
 im

pr
ov

e 
br

oa
db

an
d 

co
nt

en
t d

is
tr

ib
ut

io
n;

2)
 P

ro
m

ot
e 

th
e 

di
st

rib
ut

io
n 

of
 b

ro
ad

ba
nd

 c
on

te
nt

 in
 e

ve
ry

 r
eg

io
n.

5.
 C

on
tin

ue
 th

e 
di

gi
ta

liz
at

io
n 

of
 b

ro
ad

ca
st

in
g

1.
 In

 c
en

tr
al

 a
nd

 lo
ca

l g
ov

er
nm

en
t i

ns
tit

ut
io

ns
1)

 E
le

ct
ro

ni
c 

pr
ov

is
io

n 
of

 a
dm

in
is

tr
at

iv
e 

in
fo

rm
at

io
n;

2)
 E

st
ab

lis
h 

pl
at

fo
rm

s 
to

 a
llo

w
 a

pp
lic

at
io

n 
an

d 
re

po
rt

in
g 

pr
oc

ed
ur

es
 to

 b
e 

pr
oc

es
se

d 
on

lin
e;

3)
 C

ar
ry

 o
ut

 p
ro

cu
re

m
en

t e
le

ct
ro

ni
ca

lly
;

4)
 C

om
m

it 
re

so
ur

ce
s 

tr
ai

ni
ng

 fo
r 

in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

sy
st

em
 s

pe
ci

al
is

ts
;

5)
 E

st
ab

lis
h 

in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

ne
tw

or
ks

 b
et

w
ee

n 
ce

nt
ra

l a
nd

 lo
ca

l g
ov

er
nm

en
ts

;
6)

 E
nc

ou
ra

ge
 tr

ia
ls

 o
f o

nl
in

e 
vo

tin
g 

in
 lo

ca
l e

le
ct

io
ns

;
7)

 R
es

ol
ut

io
n 

of
 te

ch
ni

ca
l a

nd
 o

th
er

 is
su

es
 r

el
at

ed
 to

 c
on

ve
rs

io
n 

of
 a

dm
in

is
tr

at
iv

e 
pr

oc
ed

ur
es

 to
 e

le
ct

ro
ni

c 
fo

rm
at

s.

2.
 In

tr
od

uc
tio

n 
of

 o
nl

in
e 

in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

sy
st

em
s 

fo
r 

fir
e 

fig
ht

in
g 

an
d 

pr
ev

en
tio

n 
of

 d
is

as
te

rs
.

3.
 F

ac
ili

ta
te

 e
-c

om
m

er
ce

1.
 E

st
ab

lis
h 

hi
gh

-s
pe

ed
 In

te
rn

et
 a

cc
es

s 
at

 s
ch

oo
ls

 a
nd

 u
ni

ve
rs

iti
es

2.
 Im

pr
ov

e 
IT

 li
te

ra
cy

1)
 S

up
po

rt
 p

ro
gr

am
s 

to
 h

el
p 

pe
op

le
 a

cq
ui

re
 b

as
ic

 IT
 s

ki
lls

;
2)

 P
ro

m
ot

e 
hi

gh
-s

pe
ed

 In
te

rn
et

 a
cc

es
s 

at
 p

ub
lic

 in
st

itu
tio

ns
;

3)
 E

xt
en

d 
op

po
rt

un
iti

es
 fo

r 
th

e 
el

de
rly

 a
nd

 p
eo

pl
e 

w
ith

 d
is

ab
ili

tie
s 

to
 u

se
 IT

 (
in

cl
ud

in
g 

th
e 

de
ve

lo
pm

en
t o

f s
ys

te
m

s 
de

si
gn

ed
 fo

r 
su

ch
 u

se
rs

, a
nd

 s
up

po
rt

 fo
r 

re
le

va
nt

 a
ct

iv
iti

es
 o

f n
on

-p
ro

fit
 o

rg
an

iz
at

io
ns

).

3.
 D

ev
el

op
m

en
t o

f t
ec

hn
ic

al
 s

pe
ci

al
is

ts
1)

 E
xp

an
d 

th
e 

tr
ai

ni
ng

 in
du

st
ry

;
2)

 P
ro

m
ot

e 
th

e 
de

ve
lo

pm
en

t o
f s

ki
lls

 r
el

at
ed

 to
 in

fo
rm

at
io

n 
se

cu
rit

y.

4.
 E

nc
ou

ra
ge

 th
e 

di
st

rib
ut

io
n 

of
 e

du
ca

tio
na

l c
on

te
nt

1.
 E

st
ab

lis
h 

fib
er

-o
pt

ic
 te

le
co

m
m

un
ic

at
io

ns
 n

et
w

or
ks

 in
 lo

w
 p

op
ul

at
io

n 
de

st
in

y 
ar

ea
s,

 e
tc

.;
2.

 In
st

al
l i

nf
ra

st
ru

ct
ur

es
 fo

r 
m

ob
ile

 c
om

m
un

ic
at

io
ns

;
3.

 E
nc

ou
ra

ge
 th

e 
cl

os
ed

 c
ap

tio
ni

ng
 o

f T
V

 p
ro

gr
am

m
in

g;
4.

 E
ns

ur
e 

ev
er

yo
ne

 h
as

 a
cc

es
s 

to
 IT

, i
nc

lu
di

ng
 p

eo
pl

e 
w

ith
 d

is
ab

ili
tie

s;
5.

 F
ur

th
er

 c
om

pr
eh

en
si

ve
 p

ol
ic

ie
s 

ai
m

ed
 a

t c
lo

si
ng

 th
e 

di
gi

ta
l d

iv
id

e 
be

tw
ee

n 
co

un
tr

ie
s.

1.
 IT

 in
 c

en
tr

al
 g

ov
er

nm
en

t a
dm

in
is

tr
at

io
n

-
A

n 
ac

tio
n 

pl
an

 h
as

 b
ee

n 
fo

rm
ul

at
ed

 th
at

 a
im

s 
to

 m
ak

e 
35

%
 o

f a
dm

in
is

tr
at

iv
e 

ap
pl

ic
at

io
n 

an
d 

re
po

rt
in

g 
pr

oc
ed

ur
es

 a
cc

es
si

bl
e 

on
lin

e 
by

 F
Y

20
02

, a
nd

 9
5%

 b
y 

F
Y

20
03

.
-

It 
is

 n
ec

es
sa

ry
 to

 e
st

ab
lis

h 
ba

si
c 

pl
at

fo
rm

s 
an

d 
re

so
lv

e 
te

ch
ni

ca
l i

ss
ue

s 
fo

r 
sh

ar
in

g 
in

fo
rm

at
io

n 
fo

r 
th

e 
st

ea
dy

 a
tta

in
m

en
t o

f t
he

se
 o

bj
ec

tiv
es

.

2.
 IT

 in
 lo

ca
l g

ov
er

nm
en

t a
dm

in
is

tr
at

io
n

-
A

n 
ac

tio
n 

pl
an

 h
as

 b
ee

n 
fo

rm
ul

at
ed

 th
at

 a
im

s 
to

 m
ak

e 
59

%
 o

f a
dm

in
is

tr
at

iv
e 

ap
pl

ic
at

io
n 

an
d 

re
po

rt
in

g 
pr

oc
ed

ur
es

 a
cc

es
si

bl
e 

on
lin

e 
by

 F
Y

20
02

, a
nd

 9
5%

 b
y 

F
Y

20
03

.
-

S
ys

te
m

s 
m

us
t b

e 
es

ta
bl

is
he

d 
to

 s
up

po
rt

 o
nl

in
e 

pr
oc

ed
ur

es
, a

nd
 fu

tu
re

 e
ffo

rt
s 

w
ill

 b
e 

ne
ed

ed
 

to
 e

nc
ou

ra
ge

 th
e 

us
e 

of
 IT

 b
y 

lo
ca

l g
ov

er
nm

en
ts

 a
nd

 p
ub

lic
 o

rg
an

iz
at

io
ns

1.
 P

er
ce

nt
ag

e 
of

 p
op

ul
at

io
n 

on
lin

e
-

A
t t

he
 e

nd
 o

f 2
00

0,
 3

7%
 o

f p
eo

pl
e 

in
 J

ap
an

 h
ad

 a
cc

es
s 

to
 th

e 
In

te
rn

et
 (

an
 in

cr
ea

se
 fr

om
 

21
%

 a
t t

he
 e

nd
 o

f 1
99

9)
.

2.
 IT

 in
 s

ch
oo

ls
-

57
%

 o
f J

ap
an

es
e 

pu
bl

ic
 s

ch
oo

ls
 h

av
e 

In
te

rn
et

 a
cc

es
s 

(in
 c

on
tr

as
t w

ith
 9

5%
 in

 th
e 

U
ni

te
d 

S
ta

te
s)

.
M

os
t o

f t
he

se
 s

ch
oo

ls
 h

av
e 

lo
w

-s
pe

ed
 (

12
8 

kb
ps

) 
IS

D
N

 a
cc

es
s.

 (
It 

is
 a

nt
ic

ip
at

ed
 th

at
 a

bo
ut

 
3,

20
0 

sc
ho

ol
s 

w
ill

 h
av

e 
hi

gh
-s

pe
ed

 a
cc

es
s 

(1
.5

 M
bp

s)
 d

ur
in

g 
F

Y
20

01
.)

-
A

pp
ro

xi
m

at
el

y 
27

%
 o

f a
ll 

te
ac

he
rs

 a
re

 a
bl

e 
to

 in
st

ru
ct

 s
tu

de
nt

s 
on

 th
e 

us
e 

of
 c

om
pu

te
rs

.-
In

 th
e 

fu
tu

re
, i

t w
ill

 b
e 

ne
ce

ss
ar

y 
to

 e
st

ab
lis

h 
hi

gh
-s

pe
ed

 In
te

rn
et

 a
cc

es
s 

at
 a

ll 
ed

uc
at

io
na

l 
in

st
itu

tio
ns

, a
nd

 to
 d

ev
el

op
 c

on
te

nt
 th

at
 ta

ke
 a

dv
an

ta
ge

 o
f i

nf
or

m
at

io
n 

ne
tw

or
ks

.

3.
 IT

 in
 li

fe
lo

ng
 e

du
ca

tio
n

-
A

du
lt 

ed
uc

at
io

n 
cl

as
se

s 
in

 b
as

ic
 IT

 s
ki

lls
 a

re
 n

ow
 b

ei
ng

 p
ro

vi
de

d 
to

 a
n 

es
tim

at
ed

 5
. 5

 m
ill

io
n 

in
di

vi
du

al
s.

  F
ro

m
 F

Y
20

00
, I

nt
er

ne
t a

cc
es

s 
te

rm
in

al
s 

fo
r 

pu
bl

ic
 u

se
 b

eg
an

 to
 b

e 
in

st
al

le
d 

at
 

ab
ou

t 7
, 0

00
 lo

ca
tio

ns
 s

uc
h 

as
 li

br
ar

ie
s 

an
d 

co
m

m
un

ity
 c

en
te

rs
.-

 F
ur

th
er

 e
ffo

rt
s 

w
ill

 b
e 

m
ad

e 
to

 g
iv

e 
al

l a
du

lts
 o

pp
or

tu
ni

tie
s 

to
 g

ai
n 

IT
 s

ki
lls

 a
nd

 a
cc

es
s 

to
 e

du
ca

tio
n 

th
ro

ug
h 

IT
.

1.
 M

ob
ile

 te
le

co
m

m
un

ic
at

io
ns

 s
er

vi
ce

s 
-

A
t t

he
 e

nd
 o

f F
Y

19
99

, u
si

ng
 c

ov
er

ag
e 

at
 m

un
ic

ip
al

 o
ffi

ce
s,

 e
tc

., 
as

 a
 g

au
ge

, m
ob

ile
 

te
le

co
m

m
un

ic
at

io
ns

 s
er

vi
ce

s 
w

er
e 

av
ai

la
bl

e 
ac

ro
ss

 9
2%

 o
f J

ap
an

.

2.
 C

lo
se

d-
ca

pt
io

ne
d 

T
V

 p
ro

gr
am

s 
to

 a
ss

is
t t

he
 h

ea
rin

g 
im

pa
ire

d 
-

T
he

 r
at

io
 o

f c
lo

se
d-

ca
pt

io
ne

d 
pr

og
ra

m
s 

du
rin

g 
ge

ne
ra

l b
ro

ad
ca

st
in

g 
ho

ur
s 

w
as

 6
7.

6%
 fo

r 
th

e 
Ja

pa
n 

B
ro

ad
ca

st
in

g 
C

or
po

ra
tio

n 
(N

H
K

) 
an

d 
8.

 6
%

 fo
r 

co
m

m
er

ci
al

 b
ro

ad
ca

st
er

s.
-

It 
is

 im
pe

ra
tiv

e 
th

at
 c

om
m

er
ci

al
 b

ro
ad

ca
st

er
s 

w
ith

 lo
w

 r
at

es
 o

f c
lo

se
d 

ca
pt

io
ni

ng
 s

ho
ul

d 
be

 
en

co
ur

ag
ed

 to
 p

ro
vi

de
 m

or
e 

su
ch

 p
ro

gr
am

m
in

g.

3.
 A

ss
is

ta
nc

e 
to

 d
ev

el
op

in
g 

co
un

tr
ie

s 
-

O
ffe

rin
g 

gu
id

an
ce

 to
 d

ev
el

op
in

g 
co

un
tr

ie
s 

on
 a

dm
in

is
tr

at
iv

e 
po

lic
ie

s 
an

d 
sy

st
em

s,
 p

ro
vi

di
ng

 
te

ch
no

lo
gy

 tr
an

sf
er

 a
nd

 a
ss

is
tin

g 
hu

m
an

 r
es

ou
rc

es
 d

ev
el

op
m

en
t a

re
 e

ss
en

tia
l i

n 
cl

os
in

g 
th

e 
di

gi
ta

l d
iv

id
e 

be
tw

ee
n 

co
un

tr
ie

s 
.

A
ch

ie
ve

 c
en

tr
al

 a
nd

 lo
ca

l e
-g

ov
er

nm
en

ts

- 
B

y 
F

Y
20

03
, i

nt
ro

du
ce

 th
e 

w
id

es
pr

ea
d 

us
e 

of
 e

le
ct

ro
ni

c 
da

ta
 

pr
oc

es
si

ng
 to

 a
dm

in
is

tr
at

iv
e 

fu
nc

tio
ns

 o
f b

ot
h 

ce
nt

ra
l a

nd
 lo

ca
l 

go
ve

rn
m

en
ts

, a
s 

w
el

l a
s 

pu
bl

ic
 o

rg
an

iz
at

io
ns

.  
T

hi
s 

w
ill

 im
pr

ov
e 

ef
fic

ie
nc

y 
an

d 
m

ak
e 

th
e 

ce
nt

ra
l a

nd
 lo

ca
l g

ov
er

nm
en

ts
 m

or
e 

co
nv

en
ie

nt
 fo

r 
ci

tiz
en

s 
to

 a
cc

es
s 

pu
bl

ic
 s

er
vi

ce
s.

- 
R

ai
se

 In
te

rn
et

 u
sa

ge
 a

m
on

g 
in

di
vi

du
al

s 
in

 J
ap

an
 to

 6
0%

 o
r 

m
or

e 
du

rin
g 

F
Y

20
05

.
- 

E
st

ab
lis

h 
an

 e
nv

iro
nm

en
t t

ha
t a

llo
w

s 
ev

er
yo

ne
 -

- 
in

cl
ud

in
g 

sc
ho

ol
ch

ild
re

n 
of

 a
ll 

ag
es

, w
or

ke
rs

, t
he

 e
ld

er
ly

 a
nd

 p
eo

pl
e 

w
ith

 
di

sa
bi

lit
ie

s 
--

 to
 a

cq
ui

re
 p

ra
ct

ic
al

 IT
 k

no
w

le
dg

e 
an

d 
sk

ill
s.

- 
F

os
te

r 
th

e 
de

ve
lo

pm
en

t o
f l

ea
di

ng
 e

xp
er

ts
 a

nd
 h

ig
h-

le
ve

l t
ec

hn
ic

al
 

sp
ec

ia
lis

ts
 in

 th
e 

IT
 fi

el
d.

- 
C

re
at

e 
an

 e
nv

iro
nm

en
t t

ha
t e

na
bl

es
 a

t l
ea

st
 3

0 
m

ill
io

n 
ho

us
eh

ol
ds

 
to

 h
av

e 
co

nt
in

uo
us

 h
ig

h-
sp

ee
d 

In
te

rn
et

 a
cc

es
s 

an
d 

10
 m

ill
io

n 
to

 
ha

ve
 c

on
tin

uo
us

 u
ltr

ah
ig

h-
sp

ee
d 

In
te

rn
et

 a
cc

es
s 

w
ith

in
 fi

ve
 y

ea
rs

.
- 

U
si

ng
 c

ov
er

ag
e 

at
 m

un
ic

ip
al

 o
ffi

ce
s,

 e
tc

., 
as

 a
 g

au
ge

, m
ob

ile
 

te
le

co
m

m
un

ic
at

io
ns

 s
er

vi
ce

s 
w

ill
 c

ov
er

 9
5%

 o
f J

ap
an

 b
y 

F
Y

20
03

.
- 

M
os

t t
el

ev
is

io
n 

pr
og

ra
m

s 
w

ill
 h

av
e 

cl
os

ed
 c

ap
tio

ns
 fo

r 
th

e 
he

ar
in

g 
im

pa
ire

d 
by

 F
Y

20
07

.
- W

or
k 

w
ill

 c
on

tin
ue

 to
 b

rid
ge

 th
e 

di
gi

ta
l d

iv
id

e 
be

tw
ee

n 
na

tio
ns

, 
ba

se
d 

on
 th

e 
pr

in
ci

pl
es

 o
ut

lin
ed

 in
 th

e 
co

m
m

un
iq

ue
 fr

om
 L

ea
de

rs
 

of
 G

8 
at

 th
e 

20
00

 S
um

m
it 

M
ee

tin
g.

-
Fa

ci
lit

at
e 

cr
ea

tiv
e 

re
se

ar
ch

 a
nd

 d
ev

el
op

m
en

t t
ha

t, 
fr

om
 a

 m
ed

iu
m

- 
to

 lo
ng

-t
er

m
 p

er
sp

ec
tiv

e,
 h

el
ps

 to
 s

tr
en

gt
he

n 
th

e 
in

te
rn

at
io

na
l 

co
m

pe
tit

iv
en

es
s 

of
 J

ap
an

's
 in

du
st

rie
s.

D
ev

el
op

 h
um

an
 r

es
ou

rc
es

H
el

p 
br

id
ge

 th
e 

di
gi

ta
l d

iv
id

e

P
ro

m
ot

e 
st

ra
te

gi
c 

re
se

ar
ch

 a
nd

 d
ev

el
op

m
en

t

IT
 in

 J
ap

an
 n

ow
F

oc
us

 o
n 

F
Y

20
02

P
ro

m
ot

in
g 

th
e 

ul
tr

ah
ig

h-
sp

ee
d 

ne
tw

or
k 

in
fr

as
tr

uc
tu

re
 -

-
bu

dg
et

 r
eq

ue
st

 fo
r 

F
Y

20
02

: 4
2.

8 
bi

lli
on

 y
en

A
ch

ie
vi

ng
 e

-g
ov

er
nm

en
t -

-
bu

dg
et

 r
eq

ue
st

 fo
r 

F
Y

20
02

: 2
0 

bi
lli

on
 y

en

D
ev

el
op

in
g 

hu
m

an
 r

es
ou

rc
es

 -
-

bu
dg

et
 r

eq
ue

st
 fo

r 
F

Y
20

02
: 1

0.
 9

 b
ill

io
n 

ye
n

B
rid

gi
ng

 th
e 

di
gi

ta
l d

iv
id

e 
--

 
bu

dg
et

 r
eq

ue
st

 fo
r 

F
Y

20
02

: 1
3.

4 
bi

lli
on

 y
en

P
ro

m
ot

in
g 

st
ra

te
gi

c 
R

&
 D

 -
-

bu
dg

et
 r

eq
ue

st
 fo

r 
F

Y
20

02
: 9

. 7
 b

ill
io

n 
ye

n

1.
 C

om
pe

tit
iv

e 
fu

nd
in

g 
to

 s
tim

ul
at

e 
IT

 r
es

ea
rc

h 
an

d 
de

ve
lo

pm
en

t;
2.

 P
ho

to
ni

c 
ne

tw
or

ks
;

3.
 M

ob
ile

 c
om

m
un

ic
at

io
ns

; 
4.

 N
et

w
or

k 
se

cu
rit

y;
5.

 N
an

ot
ec

hn
ol

og
y 

, q
ua

nt
um

 te
le

co
m

m
un

ic
at

io
ns

 te
ch

no
lo

gi
es



MPHPT Communications NewsVol. 12 / No. 12

33333

Experiments of IAA System
Successfully Concluded

— Communications-Support System for the Victims of Disasters —

Fig. IAA system
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The IAA system accepts 
registration via facsimile or 
telephone, in addition to the 
Internet.

Disaster-stricken area

Communications Research Laboratory
(CRL), an independent administrative
institution, developed a large-scale IAA
(an abbreviated form for I Am Alive)
system, which gathers and accumulates
a large-volume of victims’ information
in disaster-stricken areas and provides an
information retrieval service over the In-
ternet.  This system is more invulnerable
in terms of communications traffic con-
gestion than fixed telephone and cellu-
lar phone, namely, a disaster-resistant
system.  CRL carried out experimental
operations of the large-scale IAA system
from September 1 through 7, 2001, in
order to verify the system performance
in cases where large-scale disasters

strike metropolitan areas and a sudden
rise in traffic volume is foreseen.

The former IAA system, which is de-
veloped by the Emergency Communica-
tions Group of CRL and the WIDE life-
line Working Group, would not process
this kind of huge traffic.  In comparison
with the former IAA system, the large-
scale IAA system with extremely high
performance can rapidly process enor-
mous amount of traffic even if a large-
scale disaster strikes the Tokyo metro-
politan area where there is a large popu-
lation.

This new system was opened to the
general public as a verification experi-
ment.  Users accessed to the system as

“victims of disaster” who register their
information and/or as “retrievers” who
search for information on “victims of
disaster” via the Internet.  During this
experiment, the Internet Disaster Sup-
port Drill, huge traffic was loaded on the
system to verify whether the system can
process a large-volume of traffic within
a short period of time.  The heavy-load
experiment was conducted twice on Sep-
tember 3, 2001.

CRL is planning to carry out the open
heavy-load verification experiment to
verify that the IAA system can cope with
large-scale disasters in densely popu-
lated areas.
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