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Second Meeting of the World Summit
on the Information Society
Preparatory Committee (PrepCom 2)
Successfully Concluded

1. Participants

The Second Meeting of the Prepara-
tory Committee for WSIS (PrepCom-2)
gathered more than 1500 participants
representing 146 Member States and
numerous international agencies, in ad-
dition to business and civil society enti-
ties. From Japan, five people partici-
pated, including Mr. NOGAWA
Y asuaki, Ambassador, Permanent Rep-
resentative, Permanent Mission of Japan;
Mr. ISHIDA Naohiro, Director-General,
International Affairs Department,
MPHPT; Mr. Al1ZU lzumi, Executive
Research Fellow, GLOCOM -- Center
for Global Communications; Mr.
HAY ASHI Toshihiko, Professor of Eco-
nomics, the University of the Air.

The Conference concluded with two
working documents for a draft declara-
tion and action plan.

2. Organization, etc.

(1) The Subcommittee 2 was set up for
deliberating upon two working docu-
mentsfor the draft WSIS Action Plan
and draft WSIS Declaration. Mr.
NOGAWA was elected as Chairman
of the Subcommittee 2.

(2) During PrepCom-2, from February
17 through 19, reports from the re-
giona preparatory conferences were
made, and a Visionary Panel, eight
multi-stakeholder thematic round
tables, etc. were took place. The
Subcommittee 2, etc. were held from
February 20.

3. Outline of PrepCom-2

(1) February 17: Reports from the five
regional preparatory conferences
were made. Director-General
ISHIDA gave a presentation on the
outcomes of the Asia-Pacific Re-
gional Preparatory Conference held
in Tokyo.

(2) February 17: At the Visionary Panel,
President lon ILIESCU of Romania,
President Maitre Abdoulaye WADE
of Senegal, Professor HAY ASHI, Mr.
Lawrence Lessig, Professor of Law
at Stanford Law School (the U.S.),
etc. were attended as panelists, and
discussed the future picture of the
information society.

(3) February 18 and 19: Eight multi-
stakeholder thematic roundtables
(ICT infrastructures, regulatory
frameworks, ICT applications, hu-
man capacity building, etc.) wereheld.
Professor HAY ASHI participated as
apanelist.

(4) February 20 through 28: Subcommit-
tee 2
i) A working group was set up, and

started to work on the establish-
ment of ageneral structurefor the
draft Declaration of Principlesand
Action Plan of WSIS,

ii) Subcommittee 2 approved this
general structure on February 21,
2003, as abasis for further work.
At PrepCom-2 it was agreed upon
to continue to scrutinize and de-
liberate the general structure until
PrepCom-3 (to be held in Sep-
tember 2003).

iii) Thedraft Declaration is basically

the compilation document on the
outcomes of regional conferences.
The draft Declaration basically
covers the content of the Tokyo
Declaration. Japan will contem-
plate content of the general struc-
ture for the draft Declaration of
Principles and Action Plan of
WSISin order to develop Japan's
inputsto WSIS. Then, Japan will
work stakeholders to reflect
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Japan's inputs upon adopting the
Declaration of Principles and
Action Plan of WSIS.

4, Schedule
(2) An unofficial meeting will be held

before PrepCom-3.
(2) PrepCom-3 will be held in Septem-
ber 2003, in Geneva, Switzerland.

"Japan-EU Bilateral Consultation” and
“Japan EU ICT Symposium' Held

MPHPT and DG Information Society
of European Commission held the "Ja-
pan-EU Bilateral Consultation” on
March 4, 2003, and the "Japan EU ICT
Symposium” on March 5, 2003, in To-
kyo, for the purpose of promoting mu-
tual understanding and strengthening
cooperative ties between Japan and the
EU. Both parties exchanged information
at these events.

At the "Japan-EU Bilateral Consulta-
tion," both sides exchanged opinions on
"ICT policies and action plans of Japan
and the EU," "pro-competitive policies,"
"mobile communications," "digitaliza-
tion of broadcasting” and "digital rights
management,” and "Japan EU R&D co-
operation inthefield of ICT." Japan and
the EU agreed to further build closer re-
| ationships between the two sides.

At the "Japan EU ICT Symposium,”
under the theme of "Japan EU coopera-
tion towards Information Society for
all," officials of the two governments
gave keynote speeches, and presenta-
tions and panel discussions were made
among leaders from government/indus-
try/academic circles. The participants
from Japan and the EU reached a con-
clusion that toward realization of aglo-
bal information society both sides shall

encourage pro-competitive policiesin
the ICT field.

1. Japan-EU Bilateral Consultation

[Chairs]

Japan: Mr. NABEKURA Shinichi, Vice-
Minister for Policy Coordination

EU: Mr. Fabio COLASANTI, Direc-
tor-General of the DG Informa-
tion Society, European Commis-
sion

[Outline of results]
1) ICT Policy and Japan EU Action Plan
Both sides exchanged information
on strategies such as Japanese “De-
sirable IT Strategy for the Future”
and EU policy based on “e-Europe
Action Plan 2005”. We agreed on
maintaining cooperation and the ex-
change of opinions on the points of
accelerating utilization of established
infrastructures hereafter, promoting
establishment of circumstance of in-
vestment and creation of employment
and attaining opportunities for par-
ticipating the Information Society us-
ing ICT to all.
In addition, both sides exchanged
opinions on progress situations of
Japan EU Action Plan in ICT Field.

Japan-EU Bilateral Consultation

We agreed on continuing the ex-
change of opinions on the concrete
measuresfor the future with confirm-
ing outcomes up to the present.

2) Pro-competitive policy

Both sides exchanged information
on the improvement of competition
policies, such as the revision of the
Telecommunications Business Law
andthereview of interconnectionrule
in Japan and new telecommunica-
tionsregulatory package, such asthe
statuses of transferring the domestic
laws in each member countries. We
agreed on maintaining cooperation in
order to further promote competition
in the telecommunications field.

3) Mobile Communications

Both sides exchanged information
on the current condition of 3G mobile
systems and the perspective on 4G
mobile systems. We agreed the ex-
change of opinions on the points such
as research and developments and
standardization with maintaining co-
operation between governments and
industries.

4) Digitalization of broadcasting
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Both sides exchanged information
on policies and the current status of
digitalization of broadcasting in the
two countries and agreed to carry out
a further exchange of opinions be-
tween the two countries.

5) Digital Rights Management (DRM)
Both sides exchanged information

on the promotion of content distribu-
tion and issues of digital rights man-
agement and future views towards
the development of broadband and
agreed to carry out afurther exchange

of opinions between Japan and EU.

6) Japan EU R&D Cooperation in the

Field of ICT

Both sides exchanged information
on the current status regarding R& D
inthefield of ICT and agreed to carry
out a further exchange of opinions
between Japan and EU.

2. Japan EU ICT Symposium

[Participants]

<Government officials>

Japan: Mr.NABEKURA Shinichi, Vice-
Minister for Policy Coordination,
MPHPT, and others

EU: Mr. Fabio COLASANTI, Direc-
tor-General of the DG Informa-
tion Society, European Commis-
sion, and others

<Other participants>
Telecommunications carriers, manu-
facturers, etc. from Japan and the EU
(about 150 people)
[Themeg]
Japan EU cooperation towards Infor-
mation Society for all

[Outline of results)

Both governments presented keynote
speeches about the status of the ICT
strategy and the pro-competitive policy
and discussed on a panel with industries.

We agreed to maintain the pro-com-
petitive policy in the ICT field further
on the panel discussion.

"Study Group on Optimal Area
Construction for Cellular Telephone
Services" Announces Report

Since October 2002, MPHPT has been
holding the " Study Group on Optimal
Area Construction for Cellular Tele-
phone Services' (Chair: Mr. TAGAY A
Kazuteru, Vice-President for Education,
Chiba University). The Study Group
compiled itsfindings as areport, entitled
"Optimal Area Construction for Cellu-
lar Telephone Services," and MPHPT

announced the report on March 10,
2003.

With respect to area construction for
cellular telephone services to date, cel-
lular telephone carriers are, in principle,
setting up service areas. In the course
of setting up service areas, the central
government and local governments,
when necessary, play supplementary

rolesfor steadily and sequentially setting
up service areas. In less-populated ar-
eas, etc., however, there still are a con-
siderable number of areas not covered by
cellular telephone services. This Study
Group has been conducting research on
optimal area construction for cellular
telephone services to meet requests for
further enhancement of service areas.

On optimal deployment of cellular telephone service areas

Current situation sur-
rounding cellular tele-
phone services

Chapter 1.

1. Current level of cellular telephone
diffusion

*  Thenumber of cellular telephone sub-
scribers has increased year on year,
e.g., from 10.2 million in FY 1995 to
73.9 million as of the end of January
2003 (the growth hasin general been
stagnant in recent years).

*  Of telecommunications service-re-
lated traffic, 41.9% of the total has
been communications using mobile
system terminals. Thisindicates that
ashift to mobile terminal -based com-
municationsison therise.

*  Looking into the ownership of cellu-

(Outline)

lar telephones by their attributes, it is
understood that the ownership in mu-
nicipalities other than major cities,
and by senior citizens, the low-in-
come group, self-employed peoplein
the fields of agriculture, forestry and
fisheries, and unemployed people are
running below the national average.

2. Roleof cellular telephone servicesin
society

*  With arapid progress in diffusion,
cellular telephones are finding avari-
ety of applications depending upon
specific user requirements, in every
scene of their daily lives. The use of
cellular telephones especially among
young people is motivated by per-
sonal reasons.
Also, homes, schools and offices are

the main places where cellular tele-
phone terminals are frequently used.

*  Of the number of emergency calls
made to the police (number 110 in
Japan), callsfrom cellular telephones
areincreasing their proportion (21.8%
in FY 1996 to 49.7% in FY 2001).

* Inlocal public entities, administra-
tive information and other adminis-
tration services in many fields, in-
cluding disaster prevention and wel-
fare, can be obtained by using cellu-
lar telephones.

3. Trendsin introduction of third-gen-
eration cellular telephones (IMT-
2000)

The IMT-2000 goes into full-scale
commercial operations from October

2001. Presently, services are available
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from NTT DoCoMo, KDDI and J-
Phone groups.

Chapter 2. Current situation of de-
ployment of cellular tele-
phone service areas

1. Progressin deployment as mea-
sured by current indicators

* Todate, if amunicipal government
and its branch offices as well asin-
dustrial complexes and sightseeing
spotstherein are all covered for ser-
vice availability, the entire munici-
pality is deemed as being covered.
Thecoverageratioiscal cul ated based
on the number of such municipalities
(“current indicators”).

* In the "e-Japan Priority Program

2002," the numerical target of “in-
creasing by FY 2003 the proportion
of municipalities of which the main
and branch offices are covered within
cellular telephone service areas, to
over 95%, through the central
government’s support in deploying
steel towers for mobile communica-
tions, in cases where the municipali-
ties deploy the same in less-popu-
lated areas, etc.” has been set forth.

The coverage ratio based on current
indicators has increased from 92.5% in
FY 1999 to 94.2% in FY 2001.

2. Deployment situation based on re-

gional mesh statistics

Since easy grasping of the actual de-
ployment situation on the basis of
population or areais not allowed by
current indicators, the area deploy-
ment situation is grasped on the basis
of both the regional mesh statistics
map and the cellular telephone ser-
vice area map as prepared from the
National Census of 1995.

Population within an area based on
itsnighttime population: 123,965,134
(98.7% of all)

Population within an area based on
its daytime population: 124,936,796
(99.0% of all)

Number of householdswithin an area:

On Optimal Area Construction for Cellular Telephone Services

(Points of the Report)

» To change methods for monitoring the current implementation status of area construction for cellular telephone
services (the degree of coverage ratios)

<Before the change>

When municipality halls, branches, industrial
parks and all sightseeing spots are covered, it is
deemed that a municipality in question is covered
as awhole. Based on this assumption, the cover-
age ratio of municipalities on a basis of the num-
ber of municipalitiesisto be calculated.

=)

<After the change>

The coverage ratio of residential areas can be adequately
indicated when referring to the population within an area
based on its nighttime population. Based on this assump-
tion, the current implementation status of area construc-
tion for cellular telephone services (the degree of popula-
tion coverage ratios) is to be assessed on a basis of the
nighttime popul ation.

» Set forth numerical targets for the population coverage anew

<L ess-populated area, etc.>

It is appropriate that atarget aiming at enabling additional 100,000 or more to use cellular telephones even in less-

populated areas shall be set forth and said target be attained at an earliest possible time before the end of FY 2005.
Through completion of this target, according to a pro forma calculation, it is thought that more than 90% of popula-
tionin less-populated areas, etc. will be enabled to use cellular telephones.

<Underground facilitiesand tunnels, etc.>

With regard to tunnels on highways and national roads, underground stations and shopping areas, it is appropriate
that atarget aiming at raising the coverage ratio for cellular telephone services to 90% or higher shall be set forth and
said target be attained at an earliest possible time before the end of FY2005. Asregards other underground facilities
and tunnels, it is appropriate that based on trends in assessed demand for the construction of infrastructures for cellu-

lar telephone services, the coverage ratio be raised on aflexible basis.

* Propose promotion measures for raising the population coverage ratio

In order to promote construction of service areas, it is effective to reduce operating costs.

i) Utilization of networks maintained and possessed by local public entities

To utilize networks maintained and possessed by local public entities, such as fiber-optic networks for management
of public facilities, as wire entrance links for use of cellular telephones

ii) Expansion of wireless entrance, etc.

To ensure wireless links between cell station facilities and switching facilities of cellular telephone service carriers

4
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43,614,036 (98.9% of all)

* Number of meshes within an area:
231,734 meshes (61.1% of all)

* Number of meshes where nighttime
population within an area is one or
more: 135,375 meshes (86.9% of al)

In less-populated areas, a progress on
deployment of cellular telephone service
areas is unfavorable when compared to
the national average.

Chapter 3. Direction of deployment
of cellular telephone ser -
vice areas

1. Basic concept

* Inlight of the situation today where
cellular telephone servicesareinsepa:
rably related to the daily life of the
people, it is expected that cellular
telephone services are made avail-
able to as many people as possible,
but there are still many areasin which
the serviceis not available. For fur-
ther deployment of service areas, a
large amount of costs is needed for
deployment and operation of required
facilities.

» Itisconsidered that service area de-
ployment will be carried out in areas
badly in need of area deployment, by
considering anticipated service needs,
area deployment costs, substitutabil -
ity with other communi cationsmeans,
and so on.

2. Involvement of public entitiesin
service area deployment

» Cdlular telephone service areas have
steadily expanded on the basis of
competitive deployment among cel-
lular telephone carriers.

* Meanwhile, there is a situation in
which, unlike in densely populated
metropolitan areas with alarge vol-
ume of potential traffic, cellular tele-
phone carriers, who are also private
companies, do not find ahuge incen-
tive for deployment of service areas
in less-populated regions that do not
warrant profitability.

» Considering the position of cellular
telephone services in the society, al-
though it is a basic rule that indi-
vidual cellular telephone carriers de-
ploy facilities independently one af -
ter another, public entities like na-
tional and local governments would
also have to play a supplementary
role. Government-subsidized and

local government's own projects have
been implemented since FY 1991 and
FY 1997, respectively, and they pro-
moted service area deployment in
less-populated areas.

. Estimation of profitability in ser-

vice ar ea deployment

If public entities take up a supple-
mentary rolein service area deploy-
ment, the burden on cellular tele-
phone carriersin deploying cell sta-
tionsis dramatically reduced.
Recently, many cellular telephone
carriers cannot participate in govern-
ment-subsidized and local
government's own projects, because
costsfor facilitiesand operating costs
to be borne by cellular telephone car-
riers are not justified by new rev-
enues anticipated within the area cov-
ered by acell station.

Thenumber of cellular tel ephone sub-
scribersthat a cellular telephone car-
rier requires to bring the revenues
and expenditures into balance over
six years (adeduction period for com-
muni cations equipment) ininstalling
and operating one cell station for cel-
lular telephone service, is estimated
based on model cases.

. Measures for promoting service

area deployment

Circuit charges for wire circuits as
installed by NTT regional companies
between a cell station and an ex-
change of acellular telephone carrier
make up most of cell station operat-
ing costs.

For operating costs, through adop-
tion of measuresfor alleviating abur-
den on cellular telephone carriers, the
improvement of the balance of pay-
ments and turning it into an incentive
for business operationsis effective as
a measure to promote further area
deployment.

M easuresfor reducing operating costs

(2) Utilization of networks as built and

maintained by local public entities
The networks built and maintained by

local public entities, including fiber-op-
tics networks for control of public facili-
ties, should be used as wire entrance cir-
cuits for cellular telephones.

In Yamaguchi Prefecture, a model
project utilizing the “Y amaguchi In-
formation Supernetwork (YSN)” is
implemented.

)

Expansion of wireless entrance, etc.

This ensures wireless circuits from a
cell station to switching facilities of the
cellular telephone carrier.

L]

5.

@

@

Other measures

- Development of less expensive
cell stations, etc.

- Promotion of utilization of cellu-
lar telephone services (e.g., utili-
zation of cellular telephone ser-
vices for delivering administra-
tive information)

- Review of acharge that cellular
telephone carriers are to bear in
local government's own projects

Future direction of service area

deployment

Basic concept

Cellular telephone carriers are ex-
pected to further expand service ar-
easin order to adequately satisfy the
users’ needsin consideration of the
public nature of this service.

In proceeding withit, it isappropriate
that they not only alleviate a facility
deployment cost burden in govern-
ment-subsidized and local
government's own projects, but also
promote area deployment while cut-
ting down on a burden of operating
costs by positively utilizing the net-
works as built and maintained by
local public entities as well aswire-
less entrance circuits, etc.

Establishment of new indicators and
targets of deployment

In grasping the progress of area de-
ployment in the future, it is appropri-
ate to make the population within an
area based on its nighttime popula-
tion that can appropriately indicate
the progress of area deployment
within the residential areas, asanew
indicator.

To correct adisparity in area deploy-
ment between disadvantaged areasin
less-populated areas, etc., it is appro-
priateto aim at increasing the popul a-
tion within an areain less-popul ated
regions, etc.

For the length of a period to achieve
area deployment targets, it is appro-
priate to establish deployment targets
over athree-year period because, in
the long-term view, there are many
undefined elements such asaprogress
in IMT-2000 service area deploy-
ment.
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» For the deployment target, since the
population as covered by asingle cell
station becomesfewer and fewer with
afuture progress in service area de-
ployment, it is difficult to dramati-
cally increase the population within
an areain ashort time. However, it
would be appropriate to establish a
target of making the service available
to over 100,000 new cellular tele-
phone users in less-populated dis-
tricts, and to achieve the target at the
earliest possible date by the end of
FY 2005 (theoretically, if this target
is met, cellular telephone service
would be made availableto over 90%
of the population in less-popul ated
districts).

* Thecurrent indicators are not consid-
ered as deployment objectives, but it
is appropriate to continue to monitor
the situation through the current indi-
cators.

Chapter 4. Direction of radio fre-

quency (RF)-shielding
measur es

1. History of RF-shielding measures

The cellular telephone service would
have to be made availablein enclosed
areas like expressway tunnels or un-
derground shopping arcades so that it
can contribute to the advancement
and diversification of people's daily
lives, including improved conve-
niencefor road users, from the stand-
point of optimal use of radio waves.
Since FY 1993, enclosed or under-
ground areas have been added as the
subject areas for steel towers con-
struction projects for mobile commu-
nications, and RF-shielding measures
have been taken for them. From
FY 1999, enclosed or underground
areas have been developed as RF-
shielding projects by using the Spec-
trum User Fees as the financial re-

3.

source.

Current status of deployment
Highway tunnels

Expressway tunnels: 73.3%
Tunnels on roads under direct na-
tional control: 83.3%

Underground shopping areas. 84.2%
Underground railway stations: 58.9%

Futuredirection of deployment
For expressway tunnels and tunnels on

roads under direct national control, un-
derground railway stations and shopping
areas, over 90% deployment is intended
for achievement at the earliest possible
date by the end of FY2005. For other
enclosed or underground areas, it is ap-
propriate to promote deployment in con-
sideration of future trends, such as de-
mand for deployment.

Communications Usage Trend
Survey in 2002 Compiled

MPHPT has compiled the Communi-
cations Usage Trend Survey as of the
end of CY 2002 in order to grasp the us-
age trends in telecommunications and
broadcasting services within households
(those making up households), offices
(establishments) and companies (enter-
prises).

[H|ghl|ghts of the survey results)

The second largest number of Inter-
net users

The number of Internet users was
69.42 million, an increase of 13.49
million over the previousyear. This
number is the second largest follow-
ing the U.S.

* The population coverage rate sur-
passed the 50% line for thefirst time.
The population coverage rate was
54.5%, growing by 10.5 percentage
points over the previous year

* The population coverage rate rose
from the 16th rank in 2000 to the
10th.

[Main points]
» The household coverage rate of the

Internet drastically increased.

The household coverage rate of the
Internet drastically increased by 20.9
percentage points over the previous
year to 81.4%.

The household's usage rate of broad-
band networks doubled.

Broadband circuits as access meth-
ods to the Internet at home doubled
from 14.9% in 2001 to 29.6%.

The digital divide still exists.

The Internet penetration rates of all
groups (by age, income, gender and
size of municipality) grew by com-
parison to the previous year; how-
ever, disparities among age groups
were gtill large. Complaints/griev-
ances from individual s on the Inter-
net that ranked high were security-
related matters.

Asfor complaints/grievances, the top
spot was held by privacy protection
(54.1%), viral infection (41.4%) be-
ing in second place.

The reason why some consumers do
not use the Internet was "there is no
need."

Thetop reason was"thereisno need,"

6

followed by "difficult to operate PCs,
etc." (23.4%), "anxiety about privacy
protection” (14.8%).

About 30% of individuals suffered
harm.

Upon accessto the Internet from PCs,
28.8% of userssuffered harm, such as
viral infection, unwanted e-mails, etc.
When looking into specifics, the top
spot (20.7% of the total users) was
filled by "viral detection/infection.”

About three-fourths of enterprises
suffered harm.

Upon use of ICT networks, 76.2% of
enterprises suffered harm, such as
viral infection, unauthorized access,
etc. When looking into specifics, the
top spot (75.0% of the total enter-
prises) wasfilled by "viral detection/
infection."

<Outlines of the survey>

The "Communications Usage Trend

Survey," which is composed of the fol-
lowing 3 sections. "Households," " Of-
fices (establishments)" and "Companies
(enterprises)," has been conducted annu-
aly since 1990* as a statistical survey
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authorized by MPHPT in accordance
with the Statistical Report Coordination
Law. In 2002, the survey was conducted
asindicated in Table [Details of the sur-
vey]:

(* The section "Companies (enter-
prises),” which was conducted as the
annual survey on "Corporate Networks"
in 1993, 1995 and 1996 separately, has
been added in 1997 as a section of
"Communications Usage Trend Sur-

vey.")

[Details of the survey]

Households Offices Companies
(Establishments) (Enterprises)
Survey period As of December 2002
Survey area Nationwide Nationwide Nationwide

Object samples
surveyed

Households (including
single households)
headed by someone
aged 20 or older as of

Establishments with
more than 5 regular
employees excluding
the industries of "Postal

Enterprises with more
than 100 regular
employees, excluding
the industries of

April 1, 2002 Services" and "Agriculture," "Forestry,"
"Telecommunications" "Fisheries" and "Mining"
as defined in JSIC as defined in JSIC.
Number of samples 6,400 5,600 3,000
Effective replies 3,673 (12,175 people) 2,739 1,994
(Rate) (57.4%) (48.9%) (66.5%)

Items surveyed

Communications usage trend

Sampling Method Random sampling
(Stratified Two-stage
Sampling on city, town

or village status)

Random sampling
(Systematic Sampling
on regular employee
size for each industry)

Random sampling
(Systematic Sampling
on regular employee
size for each industry

Method of survey

Mail survey (real mail)

Note: "JSIC" stands for "Standard Industrial Classification for Japan."”

"Study Group on Desirable Next-
Generation R&D Networks toward
Ubiquitous Network Age" Held

On February 28, 2003, MPHPT con-
vened the "Study Group on Desirable
Next-Generation R& D Networks toward
Ubiquitous Network Age" for the pur-
pose of deliberating upon comprehen-
sive promotion measures toward con-
struction of the next-generation R& D
networks, which will comprise akey in-
frastructure of ubiquitous networks.

1. Backgroundsand purposes

With respect to future evolution of
networks, it is anticipated to head toward
"ubiquitous networks" which will bring
about drastic improvements in terms of
convenience and reliability, through de-
ployment of broadband platforms utiliz-
ing optical technologies, full-scale shift
to IPv6-ready networks, combination
with consumer electronics with ICT
functions, ultrasmall chips, etc. A new
ICT society will be realized by the ubig-
uitous networks, so it is essential to fur-
ther enhance network-related technolo-
gies and fully utilize networks to real-
ize multifaceted applications anticipated
for the age of "ubiquitous networks."

R& D networks as testbeds will play
roles to accelerate R& D on network-re-
lated key technologies and support prac-
tical verification research, putting R& D
results including application technol o-
giesinto practical use. Such R&D net-
works are anticipated to bring about di-
versified repercussion effects including
i) contribution to creation/expansion of
various businesses, ii) invigoration of
local communities through facilitation of
information transmission from commu-
nities, and iii) human capacity building
brought about by practical R&D envi-
ronments.

In this context, the Japan Gigabit Net-
work (JGN), as an R&D network, has
been encouraging trends toward broad-
band networks in Japan since its inau-
guration of operation in 1999, for facili-
tation of R& D on network technologies
and application technologies thereof
based on R& D being conducted by about
cumulative 600 institutes utilizing JGN.

Considering such background, in or-
der to construct the next-generation
R& D networks with new functions con-

7

ducive to ensuring of international com-
petitiveness toward the ubiquitous net-
work age, MPHPT convened the Study
Group for the purpose of identifying re-
quired conditions and deliberating upon
R& D themes to be carried out and pro-
motion measures, etc. for realizing said
themes.

2. Topicsto bedeliberated upon

1) Current status and effects of the next-
generation R& D networks

2) Future perspectives of the next-gen-
eration R&D networks

3) Requirements of and measures for
fully utilizing the next-generation
R&D networks

4) Promotion measuresfor realizing the
next-generation R& D networks

5) Socioeconomic effects created upon
realization of the next-generation
R&D networks

3. Schedule

The first meeting of the Study Group
was held on February 28, 2003. The
Study Group will compile its outcome
as areport by June 2003.
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