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Final Report from "Roundtable on
Info-Communications Software"

Released

1. Issues to be recognized

Preparation of broadband network 
environments (infrastructures) has 
been steadily in progress.  Actual use 
thereof is, however, still in its infancy.  
To this end, it is indispensable to 
enrich content in terms of quality and 
quantity.

Numbers of faults/troubles and 
unauthorized accesses are on the rise.  
Along with increasing and widespread 
use of the Internet in the society, 
information security measures shall be 
taken.

Although human resource development in the ICT field has been actively 
promoted, the number of engineers/technicians in the fields of content, security, 
etc. is still insufficient.

(1) Proposals of new policies for digital content
(2) Strengthening of information security measures
(3) Implementation of survey on actual situation of shortage in ICT human resources

Comprehensive policies for fields other than infrastructures shall be deployed.

Since March 2003, MPHPT has been
holding the "Roundtable on Info-Com-
munications Software" (Chair: Mr.
NAGAO Makoto, former president of
Kyoto University), an advisory group to
the Director-General for Policy Planning

(in charge of info-communications),
with the purpose of deliberating upon
basic directions concerning digital con-
tent, ICT security and human capacity
building that target various current top-
ics  and solut ions  thereof .   The

Roundtable has compiled its findings as
a final report.

The outline of the final report is as fol-
lows:

http://www.soumu.go.jp/joho_tsusin/
http://www.soumu.go.jp/joho_tsusin/eng/newsletter.html
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2. Challenges to be met for promoting ICT software and basic directions
(1) Proposals of new policies for digital content

• From analog content to digital content
- Expansion of layer of content creators, 

development of new expression
- Innovation in distribution 
- Search for new order
- Globalization

• Ambiguous position of policies pertaining to content 
compared to those pertaining to network 
infrastructures

• To cope with expanded "content" domains
- Significance of shift from the existing market on 

the basis of "mass produced, professional and 
business-oriented" content to one on the basis of 
"personal, amateur, non-business" content

- Promotion of the advantageous Japanese pop 
cultures

• Invigoration of content production, distribution and 
consumption
- Preparation of an environment in which content 

creators are allowed to continue production 
activities

- Significance of strategic use of new distribution 
channels such as broadband platforms and 
terrestrial digital broadcasting

- Preparation of an environment for consumers in 
the age of digital networks, and social rules 
therefor

- R&D on content-related technologies and 
promotion thereof 

• Need to develop comprehensive content policies
- From individual measures to comprehensive 

policies
- Policies from the viewpoint of users,  

and national security

Backgrounds

Challenges

Basic directions
10 measures for new content policies

1. To consider content as civilization
2. To develop comprehensive policies for content

Recognizing that content policies are to be estimated based on how the 
policies contribute to the formulation of a country concerned including a 
national identity or national brand, content policies shall be developed, from 
the viewpoint of sustaining/developing content as civilization by foreseeing the 
country in the next century, and implemented with a higher political priority by 
crosscutting efforts of the government.

3. To raise the national level of abilities for expressing/transmitting content
4. To strengthen policy measures for supporting pop cultures
5. To promote human resource development

In order to sustain/develop competitiveness pertaining to content, the 
government shall i) create an environment in which everyone can more 
smoothly produce/transmit information, ii) foster first-class creators and 
managerial staffs, and iii) raise the level of expression capabilities of 
amateurs/Japanese nationals.  While respecting Japanese traditional cultures, 
the government shall develop a mechanism with which the advantageous 
Japanese pop cultures are to be appreciated and deployed as mainstream 
Japanese cultures.

6. To expand industrial foundations for producing content
7. To reform the distribution system
8. To establish a safe and secure environment for consumers

The government shall establish a sustainable/circulating mechanism for 
creating competitiveness of content production, such as circulation of sufficient 
funds for the production sector and financial support.  The government shall 
also prepare social rules as a whole, including the establishment the rights 
clearance rules, systems in the age of digital networks, regulatory reforms 
concerning copyrights, and handling of harmful content.

9. To encourage communities to establish their identities
10. To deploy policies for technologies from the viewpoint of content

The government shall i) encourage information distribution in communities 
having content resources such as diversified cultures and climates, and ii) 
deploy policies for technologies meeting the development of content in the 
digital age, for the benefits of content creators and users.

(2) Strengthening of information security measures

• Dependence of socioeconomic 
activities on networks through 
widespread use of broadband/flat-rate 
constant access

• Increasing threats to the Internet
- Proliferation of viruses/worms, such 

as Slammers, Blasters, etc.
- Increase of malicious 

viruses/worms
- Increase of attacks on networks

1. Preparation of safe and secure network infrastructures
• Security measures for protecting networks

- Defense of network infrastructures by ISPs
• Improvement of security services for users
• Necessary measures for encouraging ISPs to take security measures

- Development of guidelines concerning filtering and confidentiality of 
communications

2. R&D on security technologies comprising foundations of safe and 
secure infrastructures

• Strengthening of virus/worm analysis capabilities concerning effects 
on networks

• Strengthening of R&D on security; Construction of R&D centers
3. Establishment of distribution/collaboration centers of security 

information for supporting safety and security
• Comprehensive collaboration among relevant industries centering on 

ISPs
4. Strengthening of user security measures for enjoying safety and 

security
• Efforts to raise security awareness of users
• Efforts to clarify measures to be taken by users

- Three Principles: i) Introduction of virus checking applications, ii) 
use of personal firewalls, and iii) installation of the latest security 
patches

• Securing of communications means other than the Internet for 
sending/receiving vulnerability information and countermeasures

5. Realization of networks with ease-of-use for enjoying safety and 
security

• Realization of secure network environments without knowing the 
mechanism

• Appropriate systems for protecting 
users and network infrastructures

• Appropriate measures for users
- Countermeasures based on users' 

responsibilities are insufficient.
• Significance of countermeasures in 

advance
• Appropriate collaboration among ISPs, 

Telecom-ISAC Japan, administrative 
organizations and relevant 
organizations

- Establishing information 
sharing/distribution systems on 
security information such as 
vulnerability information

- Establishing collaborative systems for 
analyzing/sharing/monitoring attacks

Backgrounds Basic directions

-- Security measures at the second stage --
Construction of safe and secure network 

infrastructures

Challenges -- Lessons learned at the 
worm panic in summer 2003 --
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(3) Strengthening of human resource development in the ICT field

• The courses of study were improved for 
making ICT education compulsory subjects at 
elementary and secondary schools.  It is vital 
to establish ICT-related educational roles of 
educational institutions to be assigned after 
graduation of upper secondary schools, such 
as at universities, colleges, private-sector 
schools, graduate schools.

• Directions of information security education; 
Efficient implementation of policy measures 
related to ICT budgets

Backgrounds

Challenges

I. Improvement in effectiveness of ICT education from elementary to upper secondary 
schools

•Subject "information" shall be introduced into test subjects of the National Center 
for University Entrance Examination

    MPHPT will request MEXT to introduce subject "information," and provide MEXT 
with knowhow on preparation of questions concerning ICT-related qualification 
examinations.

II. Future figures of shared roles among ICT educational institutions
1. Universities and others
• At universities, practical education shall be introduced as much as possible.  

Courses of ICT study shall include basic education on ICT
    MPHPT shall consider support for getting ICT basic education entrenched in 

universities so as to establish practical ICT education as one sector of 
scholarships

• The  report pointed out that it is significant that a scheme under which training 
courses of private-sector training are accepted as credits acquired at universities, 
graduate schools.

• The report pointed out that the viewpoint of lifelong learning is significant because 
there are many scenes where ICT is used at home and in local communities.

2. Graduate schools
• In principle, graduate schools of ICT shall be established by the industry under 

their responsibilities and burden sharing.
• Graduate schools of ICT are anticipated to become central institutions for fostering 

core human resources in the ICT field.
• Graduate schools of ICT will function as upper educational institutions for 

universities and technical colleges, and re-educational institutions for working 
people.

     MPHPT shall recognize and gather needs of relevant industries, and deliberate 
upon a scheme for establishing graduate schools of ICT.

III. Deliberations upon information security education
• Support for establishment of training centers
• Systematization of key technologies needed for human resources
     It is desirable that MPHPT is to investigate the key technologies, for providing the 

private sector with information and for contributing to develop new support 
measures.

Basic directions
[Interim report (July 2003)]

• Estimate of the shortage in the number of ICT 
human resources (for industry):
420,000 ICT staff including 120,000 security 
staff

• Financial difficulty in holding training in local 
areas.  Initial costs for training equipment and 
for development of educational materials are 
too high to foster advanced ICT human 
resources, especially human resources in 
charge of security.
- Relevant budgets are being demanded.

• Specifying issues to be tackled in ICT 
education such as at universities, private-
sector schools, companies
- Postponed for deliberations to after October 

2003
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Third Report Released from the
"Study Group on Policies for

Effective Radio Spectrum Use"
Since February 2003, MPHPT has been holding a sub-group on promotion of radio stations requiring no license, under the

"Study Group on Policies for Effective
Radio Spectrum Use" (Chair: Mr.
TAGAYA Kazuteru, Vice-President of

Chiba University), with the aim of pre-
senting solutions to share cost burdens
in case of radio spectrum reallocation for

small-power radio stations.
The Study Group compiled its find-

ings as the "Third Report of the Study

Evolution of wire broadband platforms in recent years 
(12.72 million subscribers)

Convergence of wire (including fiber-optic 
cables) and wireless networks toward 
realization of a ubiquitous society

Widespread use of wireless 
technologies in daily life

Advantages of Japan for developing small-power radio stations

• National characteristics of "radio freak"
• Advantages in mobile technologies and intelligent consumer electronics
• Forerunner in transition to IPv6

Japan leads the world in small-power radio station technologies.

Promotion and development of small-power radio stations

Internet type

• Wireless LAN
• White-goods intelligent 

consumer electronics
• Electronic tags (RFID)

Securing of free 
access methods

Expanded demands

Favorable 
circulation

Lowered prices

Guaranteed-quality type

• Audiovisual intelligent 
consumer electronics 
(HDTV, DVD, etc.)

Wireless transmission 
of high-quality/large-
capacity data 
Seamless 
interconnection with 
fiber optics

Rapid spread of small-power radio stations in daily life and 
explosive expansion of its market

Realization of the world's first ubiquitous society

Change of lifestyles Invigoration of economy Country based on 
intellectual property rights



MPHPT Communications News

55555

Volume 14, No. 19-20

Group Report on Policies
for Effective Radio Spec-
trum Use  -- Trends of
Development in Small-
Power Radio Stations, and
Issues to Be Solved to-
ward Radio Spectrum Re-
allocation," in line with
the deliberations within
the sub-group.  In addition
t o  t h e  t h i r d  r e p o r t ,
MPHPT, after due proce-
dures of inviting public
comments on the report,
releases those comments
and replies thereto from
the Study Group.

<<Challenges for small-power radio stations>>

• At present, wireless LANs, intelligent consumer electronics, 
etc. are using mainly 2.4 GHz bands.  In addition to 
interference with microwave ovens, etc., the 2.4 GHz band 
frequencies have almost run out because of widespread use 
of wireless LANs, etc.

• New frequency bands are to be opened for high-quality and 
large-capacity image transmission.

• In order to implement radio spectrum reallocation, it is vital 
to consider cost sharing concerning radio spectrum 
reallocation.

• MPHPT, however, does not know who opened small-power 
radio stations at what locations.

2. Methods to collect costs upon implementation of radio 
spectrum reallocation

1. New frequency bands are needed for realizing the 
ubiquitous society.

New bands (e.g., 5 GHz bands) are to be 
allocated.

The problem is how to collect costs pertaining 
to radio spectrum reallocation.

Currently, 2.4 GHz 
bands: ISM bands

• Microwave ovens 
(equipment using HF)

• Wireless LANs (requiring no 
license)

• Intelligent consumer 
electronics (requiring no 
license)

• Amateur radio (requiring 
license)

2.4 GHz bands will 
continue to be used 
free of chargeSwift reallocation

Those who pay the 
compensation for 
forced removal can 
strategically deploy 
their businesses.

This is an 
unprecedented severe 
treatment in the world 
for existing radio 
spectrum users 
(licensees)

Compensation for 
forced removal 
will be needed.

Additional allocation 
(e.g., 5 GHz band)

Upon constructing a new 
ICT society emanating 
from Japan, mobile 
terminals and intelligent 
consumer electronics 
comprise Japan's 
strategic field.

Clearer than 2.4 GHz 
bands

Coexistence type

Exclusive use for 
intelligent consumer 
electronics

Large-capacity image 
transmission is 
available (clearer than 
2.4 GHz bands)

<Seamless 
interconnection 
between outdoor and 
indoor uses>

Exclusive use for 
wireless LAN
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Principle

1. In principle, the beneficiary-payment principle shall be applied.  Burdens 
shall be shouldered broadly, thinly and fairly. (However, undre a free 
environment for spectrum use, it is, in reality, difficult to request 
personal users to bear costs.

2. Costs to be borne shall depend on utilization modes of radio spectrums.
3. Others

• Appropriate levels of burdens based on business models
• Ensuring of transparency upon deciding amounts of money to be 

borne

Basic concepts on methods to collect costs

1. In cases of intelligent consumer electronics
 Those who affix the marks pertaining to the technical regulations 

conformity certification would pay the costs.
2. In cases of wireless LAN businesses run by telecommunications carriers

 The telecommunications carriers running the business would pay 
the costs.

Those who affix the marks 
pertaining to the technical 
regulations conformity certification 
will pay the costs (the costs are 
added to the prices of products 
concerned).

Basic concepts on methods to collect costs

Beneficiaries of radio spectrum reallocation         Radio spectrum users

In cases of radio stations 
requiring licenses

The administration 
has a list of radio 
spectrum users as 
licensees.

It is easy to collect the costs.

In cases of radio stations 
requiring no license

The administration 
has no list of radio 
spectrum users.

It is vital to consider 
methods to collect the costs 
(including a billing and 
collecting service).

Telecommunications 
business type

Telecommunications carriers 
use radio spectrums by 
themselves, and substantially 
prepare an environment in 
which users are allowed to use 
radio spectrums.

The telecommunications 
carriers pay the costs for 
themselves and the costs for 
users (the costs for users are 
added to service charges for 
the users).

Intelligent consumer 
electronics type

The administration will prepare a 
legal environment under which 
those who affix the marks pertaining 
to the technical regulations 
conformity certification would allow 
consumers to use radio spectrums.

It is vital to 
maintain a 
free 
environment 
for spectrum 
use

<<Basic concepts on cost sharing of reallocation for radio stations 
requiring no license>>
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<<Issues to be deliberated upon
from now on>>
1. Public awareness campaigns

In principle, radio spectrum users shall
shoulder the costs of radio spectrum re-
allocation for radio stations requiring no
license.  However, considering the fact
that it is difficult to directly collect the
costs from individual users, these collec-
tion methods directly request those who
affix the marks and telecommunications

<<Concrete methods for radio stations requiring no license to collect the costs>>

1. Intelligent consumer electronics type

Principle

Those who affix the marks pertaining to the technical regulations 
conformity certification will, when affixing the marks, pay the costs of 
reallocation according to the number of the affixed marks.

Exceptions

Where two or more parties who affix the marks pay in advance by way 
of a specified organization the scheduled amount of money to the 
government, it is appropriate to exempt the collection of the costs from 
the individual radio stations is exempted.

Collection methods by way of specified organizations

The government

Payment of specified amount in 
advance set by the government 
(e.g., 250 million yen for 10 years)

Specified organizations

Amounts to be 
shared are decided 
within the 
organization

Company A
Company B Company C

Company D

2. Telecommunications business type

Principle

Telecommunications carriers providing wireless LAN services, etc. shall submit 
notifications of the number of radio stations installed by them every year to the Minister 
for Public Management, Home Affairs, Posts and Telecommunications.  Then, said 
carriers shall, every year, pay calculated amounts of money according to the number of 
radio stations notified to the Minister.
In this case, the number of terminal equipment shall be ignored for preventing 
occurrence of additional costs for managing the number thereof.

carriers to shoulder the costs.
Thus, radio spectrum users shall be

sufficiently informed of the intention of
the new system.
2. Ensuring of fairness between Japa-

nese products and foreign products
In principle, with respect to intelligent

consumer electronics, those who affix
the marks shall shoulder the costs ac-
cording to the number of the marks.

On the other hand, mark affixing based

on Mutual Recognition Agreements per-
taining to the technical regulations con-
formity certification concluded with for-
eign governments shall be implemented
under jurisdiction of the foreign govern-
ments concerned.  Accordingly, in order
to ensure fairness in cost sharing, it is
vital to deliberate upon effective meth-
ods to collect the costs in such cases.
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Report Released from the "Study
Group Report Concerning

Facilitation of Procedures for System
of Radio Propagation Blockage

Prevention"
Since May 2003, MPHPT has been

holding the "Study Group Report Con-
cerning Facilitation of Procedures for
System of Radio Propagation Blockage
Prevention" (Chair: Mr. TAGAYA
Kazuteru, Vice-President for Education,
Chiba University) with the aim of delib-
erating upon the facilitation of proce-
dures for a system of radio propagation
blockage prevention including a scheme
for consultation between licensees of ra-
dio stations handling important radio
communications and building owners.
The Study Group compiled its findings
as a report.

MPHPT, after the due procedures for
inviting public comments on the report,
releases those comments and replies
thereto produced by the Study Group.

1. Measures taken to date
i) With respect to important radio com-

munications for use in operations of
telecommunications services, broad-
casting services, services for the pur-
pose of protecting lives or properties
or in maintaining public peace and
order, electric power supply activi-
ties for the electricity business, etc.,
the coordination between the ensur-
ing of the important radio communi-
cations and construction of tall build-
ings, etc. is being made under the
radio propagation blockage preven-
tion system in accordance with the
Radio Law.  The radio propagation
blockage prevention system includes
procedures for designation of radio
propagation blockage prevented ar-
eas, consultation for preventing hin-
drances to the important radio com-
munications, and transfer, remodel-
ing, repair or alteration of radio sta-
tions.

ii) Considering the foreseeable increase

in the number of countermeasures
against radio propagation blockage
to be caused by increasing tall build-
ings and structures, in the "Three-
Year Program for Promoting Regula-
tory Reform (Re-revised)" (Cabinet
Decision of March 28, 2003), it is
stipulated that the government shall,
within FY2003, reach a conclusion
on the facilitation of procedures for
the system of radio propagation block-
age prevention.

iii) To this end, since May 2003, this
Study Group, consisting of opinion
leaders, relevant administrative or-
ganizations, licensees, building own-
ers, etc., has been deliberating upon
the system.  This Study Group, in the
course of seven meetings held in to-

tal, held deliberations in order to har-
monize, through the facilitation of
procedures for the system of radio
propagation blockage prevention, the
promotion efforts of public welfare
with the advancement of urban func-
tions.  Thereupon, this Study Group
compiled the report.

iv) In addition, upon compilation of the
report, this Study Group invited pub-
lic comments on a draft report from
November 19 through December 10,
2003.

2. Schedule
MPHPT will take necessary measures

for implementing the proposals offered
by this report.

Outline of the radio propagation blockage
prevention system

Purpose
The purpose of the radio propagation

blockage prevention system is to prevent
sudden interruption of important radio
communications by tall buildings,
through harmonization between ensuring
of important radio communications and
exercise of property rights (land use).
Outline

Under the "radio propagation block-
age prevention system" stipulated in the
Radio Law, when a building owner in-
tends to construct a building of 31
meters high or taller within a radio
propagation blockage prevention area
designated by the Minister for Public
Management, Home Affairs, Posts and
Telecommunications to the extent nec-
essary for important radio communica-
tions, the building owner shall submit a

prior notification of construction to
MPHPT.  When it is deemed that inter-
ference will occur by the upper part of
the building pertaining to said notifica-
tion, said construction (part of the build-
ing causing the interference) shall be re-
stricted for a specified period.  During
the specified period, the building owner
and the radio station licensee concerned
shall negotiate for taking necessary mea-
sures.

Note: The term "important radio communi-
cations" refers to operations of tele-
communications services, broad-
casting services, services for the
purpose of protecting lives or prop-
erties or in maintaining public peace
and order, meteorological services,
electric power supply activities for
the power utilities and operations of
trains for the railway business.
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The building owner and the radio station 
licensee concerned shall negotiate for 
taking necessary measures.

Fixed station

Fixed station

Fixed station

Fixed station

Fixed station

Fixed station

Fixed station

Fixed station

Planned building

Building

Building

Building

Important radio 
communications would 
be interrupted if a 
building is constructed 
on the radio propagation 

The construction work of the part 
causing interference will be 
restricted for a specified period (two 
years; in special cases of 
telecommunications services, three 
years), so as to prevent sudden 
interruption of important radio 

Part of the building 
restricted until the 
negotiation reaches 
a conclusion

• Measures for radio propagation 
blockage prevention by changing 
routes

Changes in the 
height, shapes, 
etc.

Location 
change

• Measures for radio 
propagation blockage 
prevention by changing the 
construction plan



M
P

H
P

T C
om

m
unications N

ew
s

1010 101010

V
o

lu
m

e 14, N
o

. 19-20
Fig. 2 Number of designated radio propagation blockage 

prevention areas by service

Operations of 
telecommunications 
services

Broadcasting services Services for the 
purpose of protecting 
lives or properties or 
in maintaining public 
peace and order

Meteorological 
services

Electric power supply 
activities for the power 
utilities

Operations of trains 
for the railway 
business

Number of 
cases judged 
as cases of 
interference

Number 
of areas
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Fig. 3 Major proposals of the Study Group

1. Ruling of information provision by the administration

Transition of the radio propagation blockage prevention system (current system)

Confirmation NegotiationJudgment/
notice Measures

Elimination of 
interference

Building 
owner

A Regional Bureau of 
Telecommunications or 
specified administrative 
agency confirms by 
referring to the radio 
propagation blockage 
prevention map.

(Regional Bureau of 
Telecommunications)

Prior 
notification of 
construction

Judge whether 
it causes 
interference or 
not, then notify

Negotiation 
to be opened 
upon request 
of one (or 
both) 
party(ies) 
under the 
current 
system

Change of the 
construction 
plan

Changes of 
locations, 
etc. of radio 
stations

One party or 
both parties 
shall take 
measures.

Licensee

Note: The construction work of part of the building causing interference will be restricted for a specified 
period (two years; in special cases of telecommunications services, three years) from the day of 
notification.

Transition of the radio propagation blockage prevention system (system to be introduced in the future)

Confirmation NegotiationJudgment/
notice Measures

Elimination of 
interference

Building 
owner

A Regional Bureau of 
Telecommunications or 
specified administrative 
agency confirms by 
referring to the radio 
propagation blockage 
prevention map.

(Regional Bureau of 
Telecommunications)

(Regional Bureau of 
Telecommunications)

Prior 
notification of 
construction

Judge whether 
it causes 
interference or 
not, then notify

Negotiation 
to be opened 
upon request 
of one (or 
both) 
party(ies) 
under the 
current 
system

Change of the 
construction 
plan

Changes of 
locations, 
etc. of radio 
stations

One party or 
both parties 
shall take 
measures.

Licensee

Notes: 1. The construction work of part of the building causing interference will be 
restricted for a specified period (two years; in special cases of 
telecommunications services, three years) from the day of notification.

  2. In cases where a negotiation reaches a conclusion at the prior negotiation 
and a construction plan is changed or buildings, etc. do not exist in a radio 
propagation blockage prevention area, the procedures after the submission of 
a prior notification are not required.

Information 
provision

Prior 
negotiation

Submission 
of building 
information

Information 
provision on 
probability of 
interference

Prior and 
voluntary 
negotiation 
between 
parties 
concerned

The new scheme for 
information provision 
by the administration 
will be introduced.
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2. System to bring ahead of the time of submission of a prior notification of tall buildings, etc.

Flow of construction work and time of submission of a prior notification

Details of a 
construction 
plan are fixed 
by law. Note 1 

Application for 
confirmation 
of construction

Start of 
construction 
work of main 
building

Occurrence of 
interference by the 
construction work

Completion

Notification
Notice

Notification
Notice

Restricted period of the 
construction (two years)

<Current 
system>

Where construction 
plans, etc. are fixed, it 
is allowed to submit the 
notification at a 
specified period ahead 
of schedule. A

cc
el

er
at

io
n

Prior 
negotiation

Note 1: Relevant documents 
enabling confirmation of details 
of the construction shall be 
attached thereto.

Restricted period of the 
construction (two years)

Changes of the content of notification 
shall be promptly made.

<New system>

System to bring 
ahead of the time 
of submission of a 
prior notification
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Number of Subscribers to DSL
Services Surpasses 10 Million Mark

The number of subscribers to DSL
services surpassed the 10 million mark,
reaching 10.27 million, as of the end of
December 2003.

The number of DSL subscribers at the
end of December 2002 was 5.64 mil-
lion.  The rate of increase during 2003
was 82%.  The increase in the number

of DSL subscribers was a result of
preparation of an environment favorable
for users, such as lowered charges, and
supported by users' needs for broadband
networks in Japan.

For the time being, DSL services will
be widely subscribed as a driving force
behind the spread of broadband net-

works for effective use of the Internet.
This information is, in principle, re-

newed monthly and posted on the web-
site of MPHPT at:
http://www.soumu.go.jp/joho_tsusin/
eng/Statistics/dsl/index.html

Personnel Changes (limited to
telecommunications-related

assignments)
The following personnel changes were

announced on January 6, 2004:
• Mr. TAKAHARA Kozo, Vice-Min-

ister for Policy Coordination (former
Director-General of the Information
and Communications Policy Bureau)

• Mr. TAKECHI Kenji, Director-Gen-
eral of the Information and Commu-

nications Policy Bureau (former
Deputy Director-General of the
Minister's Secretariat (in charge of
the Information and Communications
Policy Bureau), and concurrently
Director-General, Secretariat of the
Telecommunications Business Dis-
pute Settlement Commission)

• Mr. SUZUKI Yasuo, Director-Gen-
eral for Policy Planning (in charge of
information and communications)
(former Director-General of the Tele-
communications Business Depart-
ment, Telecommunications Bureau)

NTT West areas NTT East areas

Lines provided by NTTEast and NTT West 1,676,592 lines 2,097,531 lines

Lines provided by other carriers 2,893,401 lines 3,604,528 lines

Subtotal 4,569,993 lines 5,702,059 lines

Total 10,272,052 lines

All lines in the above chart are provided via NTT East and NTT West terminal circuits.

Information about the Spread of DSL services
(Prompt report current as of the end of December 2003)

http://www.soumu.go.jp/joho_tsusin/eng/Statistics/dsl/index.html
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