
 

February 16, 2009 

 

State of Numbers of Subscribers to Telecommunications Services 
(As of the end of December 2008) 

 

As mandated by the Rules for Reporting on Telecommunications Business (MPT Ordinance No. 46 

of 1988), the Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communications has compiled the numbers of 

fixed-line telecommunications and mobile telecommunications services contracts reported by 

telecommunications carriers as of the end of December 2008. 

 

The following outlines the results. 

 

1. Subscriber telephones and ISDN 

The total number of contracts for subscriber telephones and ISDN as of the end of December 2008 

was 48.427 million, a 7.5% year-on-year decrease, and this declining trend continues. 

 

2. Number of IP phone users 

The number of IP phone users as of the end of December 2008 was 19.586 million. This is a 16.8% 

increase from the same period of last year, and this increasing trend continues. The increase in the 

users of IP phones with the 0AB-J number structure (10 digits, starting with a zero) is especially 

remarkable, with a 51.9% year-on-year increase. 

 

3. Mobile phones and PHS 

The number of contracts for mobile phones and PHS as of the end of December 2008 totaled 

110.395 million. This figure represents a 4.8% year-on-year increase, and this steady increasing 

trend continues. 

 

(in millions) 

 Subscriber 

telephone + 

ISDN 

IP telephony Mobile phone 

+ PHS Total 0AB-J 

numbers 

Numbers with 

050 prefix 

End of Dec. 48.427 19.586 10.332 9.254 110.395 



2008 

End of Dec. 

2007 

52.346 16.766 6.803 9.964 105.297 

Change -3.919 2.820 3.529 -0.710 5.098 

(Change rate) (-7.5%) (16.8%) (51.9%) (-7.1%) (4.8%) 

Note: As the figures are rounded, the total of these figures may differ from the actual total. 

 

+++++++++++++++ 

For further information about this press release, please fill in the inquiry form and submit it to MIC 

on the website 

http://www.soumu.go.jp/joho_tsusin/eng/contact.html 

 

International Policy Division, 

Global ICT Strategy Bureau, MIC 

TEL: +81 3 5253 5920 / FAX: +81 3 5253 5924 



(Attachment) 
 

 

1. Subscriber Telephones and ISDNs 

The total number of contracts for subscriber telephones and ISDNs as of the end of December 2008 
was 48.427 million, down 1.9% from the previous quarter (ended September 2008). 
This is a 7.5% year-on-year decrease (from the year ended December 2007). 
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Notes: 1. Dry copper telephony: telephone services using NTT East and NTT West’s metal lines 
 2. The number of contracts does not include those registered for MYLINE. 
 3. The figures in the parentheses are the year-on-year rates of change. 



 
 

The number of IP phone users as of the end of December 2008 was 19.586 million, up 2.8% from the 
previous quarter (ended September 2008) and up 16.8% year on year (from the year ended 
December 2007), marking a continuation in the upward trend. 
The number of users of IP telephony using 0AB-J numbers was up 8.6% from the previous quarter and 
up 51.9% year on year. 
Meanwhile, the number of users of IP telephony using numbers with the 050 prefix was down 2.9% 

from the previous quarter and down 7.1% year on year. 
 
Notes: 1. The numbers of users represent the total number of telephone numbers with the 050 prefix used by end-users and the total 

number of telephone numbers with the 0AB-J number structure used by end-users. These are not identical to the numbers 
of contracts. 

 2. The figures for fiscal 2003 were calculated based on the results of a questionnaire survey conducted in accordance with the 
Detailed Items for Implementation of Competition Review in the Telecommunications Business Field 2004. 

 

2. Number of IP Phone Users 
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The number of contracts for mobile phones and PHSs as of the end of December 2008 totaled 
110.395 million, up 4.8% year on year. The combined penetration rate of the two services is 86.4%1. 
Subscribers to mobile phone services totaled 105.825 million while subscribers for PHS services 

totaled 4.570 million. The number of contracts for third-generation mobile phone services totaled 

96.066 million, accounting for 90.8% of the total subscribers for mobile phone services. 

 

 

3. Mobile Phones and PHSs 

(1,000 
contracts) 

Mobile phone

Note 1: Penetration was calculated based on the total population of Japan (finalized value of 127,767,994), as disclosed by MIC’s 
Statistics Bureau following the fiscal 2005 census (October 2005). 

 
(Reference) 
Number of contracts for IP access services using mobile phones (as of the end of December 2008): 90.173 million 

(Percentage of the total* contracts for mobile phone services: 85.2%) 
(* Total of i-mode, EZweb, Yahoo! Keitai and EMnet) 

 
Note: For past figures of numbers of contracts for mobile communications, see the Information and Communications Statistics Database of MIC: 

http://www.johotsusintokei.soumu.go.jp/field/tsuushin02.html 
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