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B. Encryption at the Source
24. Despite the robust security generally associated with encryption technologies, we conclude that the associated

implementation costs and delays make it a less desirable content protection system for DTV broadcasts than the
ATSC flag. We view the obsolescence of legacy equipment as particularly burdensome on consumers. Furthermore,
the record in this proceeding lacks evidence suggesting that the security benefits gained from encryption on balance
outweigh the costs that would be levied on consumers. Although the exact timeframe needed to develop and approve
a particular encryption technology is unclear, we believe that a fair amount of advance time would be needed before
an encryption scheme could be implemented. Given the anticipated growth in DTV equipment sales over the next few
years, we conclude that the development time needed for an encryption system would exacerbate the existing legacy
problem and frustrate early adopters. As such, we decline to adopt encryption at the source as a content protection
mechanism for DTV broadcasts.
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