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Developing an e-Participation Web Platform for Facilitating Public Debate in Regional
Communities
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Abstract

This work addressed the three technical issues for facilitating citizens’ participation: (1) gathering public opinions,
(2) structuring public opinions, and (3) supporting public debate. To address them, we constructed SOCIA, an LOD
(Linked Open Data) data set, and openly published it on the web. For the automatic structuring of the SOCIA, we
developed a text mining system that structures Web contents on the basis of news events and regions. Moreover, we
developed citispe@k, a public debate support system that utilizes contents in the SOCIA as a “seeds for discussion”.
The system enables users to easily input opinion and to hold supported meetings. Furthermore, we developed a
prototype of mechanism for supporting concern assessment.
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