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Research and Development on Mobile Filtering Technology
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[Abstract])

In Japan, mobile phones are widely used by children for communication tool and unfortunately
there have been many crimes against children via mobile phone and mobile Internet. Our purpose in
this research and development is to realize and outreach filtering system for mobile Internet in order
to improve the Internet circumstance for children. Our another purpose is to initiate a new content
labeling/filtering standard to replace PICS for enhancement of international competitiveness.

In this project, we developed a draft specification of Content Labeling in collaboration with ICRA
and this draft is now reviewed in W3C’s Content Label Incubator Group.

We also developed a prototype system of mobile filtering, including Service select function, Block
category select function and Block reason explanation function, and verified the effectiveness of the
prototype system by a demonstration experiment with parents. We also developed a label database of
harmful mobile websites, based on the draft specification of Content Labeling, for the demonstration
experiment.

Japanese three major mobile phone companies have launched mobile filtering services through
their participation of our project. We will continue to work for outreach of mobile filtering in

cooperation with mobile phone companies.
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A company named Advance Medical Inc. reviews medical literatures on the
Internet based on a criteria of qualities such as effectiveness and
research evidences. The criteria may be changed according to the current
scientific and professional development. By this reviews each

literatures will be grouped into 5 levels as follows.

Level A : clear evidence.

Level B : supportive evidence.

Level C : poor evidence.

Level D : expert opinion with explicit critical appraisal.

Level E : no evidence.

And the company made label data which containing the level value and a
summary to each literatures. The label data is stored into a metadata
repository which can be accessed via the Internet.

M.D. Smith uses the label data in the repository to make decisions about
heath care for specific clinical circumstances.
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