Figure 2-7-1 Transition in the household ownership of main information and

communications equipment
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(%) (Yearend) 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2003
Mobile phones 249 |46.0 | 57.7 |64.2 | 75.4 | 75.6 | 86.1 [93.9 [91.1
PCs 22.3 [28.8 | 32.6 [37.7 | 50.5 [58.0 | 71.7 | 78.2 | 77.5
Facsimiles 20.7 | 26.4 | 319 |34.2 |40.4 [41.4 |50.8 [53.9 |[52.9
Car navigation systems 33 |70 | 93 (116 |16.0 |17.5 | 23.8 [ 30.6 | 33.5
Internet compatible video game equipment — — — — — 9.0 |11.0 | 11.1 |12.0
Internet compatible fixed line telephones — — — — — 50 |11.6 |121 | 11.6
PHS 7.8 1153 | 13.1 [11.5 | 13.0 | 9.1 76 | 6.1 5.7
Internet compatible TVs — — — — — 23 | 30 | 32 | 54
Mobile information terminals — 3.3 3.3 49 |1 103 | 4.1 3.3 3.8 4.9
Other Internet compatible home appliances — — — — — — 3.2 | 32 | 45
Source: MIC, Communications Usage Trend Survey
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In fiscal 2003, spending on science and technology
research in Japan totaled 16.8042 trillion yen (a 0.8%
increase over the previous fiscal year). Total industrial
R&D came to 12.3227 trillion yen, and R&D spending
by the information and communications industry
accounted for 4.5565 trillion yen of this, or 37.0% of the
total.

Research spending in the information and communi-
cations field by companies, non-profit organizations,
public bodies, and universities in fiscal 2003 came to
2.4921 trillion yen.

Among the four priority fields (life science, information
and communications, environment, and nanotechnology/mate-
rials) specified in the Science and Technology Basic Plan
(approved by the Cabinet in March 2001), the number of
patents registered was the largest for the information and com-
munications field at 18,550 (a 4.8% increase over the previous
year) in 2004.

The number of information and communications related
patents registered in Japan between January and September
2004 totaled 13,271, which is 40.1% of the information and
communications patents registered in the United States over the
same period, and 2.3 times the number registered in Europe.



