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Governments rely on voluntary consensus standards as much as possible in regulation and procurement rather than creating additional regulatory
requirements.
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All stakeholders in the U.S. standards development process — particularly industry, standards developers and the U.S. government — need to devote
more resources and greater efforts to helping stakeholders in other countries understand the U.S. process and its many benefits.

® US. stakeholders should promote policies and procedures in international forums that encourage the development of standards that are voluntary,
k consensus—based, market—driven and globally relevant.
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Voluntary Consensus Standards

The definition of consensus developed by the ISO/IEC is, “General agreement, characterized by the absence of
sustained opposition to substantial issues by any important part of the concerned interests and by a process that
involves seeking to take into account the views of all parties concerned and to reconcile any conflicting arguments.”

As mentioned earlier, major U.S. standards developing organizations (SDOs) operate by a consensus process,
characterized by openness, transparency, and mechanisms for ensuring adherence to organizational processed,
including provision for appeals. The standards produced by theses SDOs are usually called voluntary consensus
standards because both participation in the standards development process and compliance with the standards are
voluntary, except where government regulatory agencies have adopted or referred to the standards.

In the United State, many SDOs follow ANSI criteria to have the consensus standards they develop approved as
American National Standards (ANS). As previously mentioned, there were approximately 14,650 approved American
National Standards in 1999. However, many consensus standards developed by U.S. SDOs are not submitted for
designation as American National Standards. Procedures for development, designation, and review differ according
to the organization that is in charge of the development process. This section does not attempt to cover all the
different types of processes followed to develop non-ANS designated voluntary consensus standards. Instead, this
section focuses on the development of ANSs, as outlined in the ANSI Procedures for the Development and
Coordination of American National Standards. The full Procedures document may be found on the ANSI homepage
at http.//www.ansi.org

H 88 NIST A Guide to Documentary Standards |, 2001
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