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Bill Drayton of Ashoka on social innovation

Because of a new, more open architecture and because of more entrepreneurial and
competitive business, average per capita income rose 20 percent in the 1700s, 200 percent
in the 1800s, and 740 percent in the last century. For the last 300 years this profound
innovation in how humans organize themselves has been the defining and decisive
historical force at work. However, until recently, this transformation bypassed the social
half of the world’s operations. The social sector had little felt need to change. It was
around 1980 that the ice began to crack and the social arena as a whole made the structural
leap to this new entrepreneurial competitive architecture.

Bill Drayton has been “discovering” and supporting 2,700 social entrepreneurs in 70 countries.
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