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Comments by the United States Government
on the Agenda of the MIC Advisory Group on
Moving Toward the Introduction of Spectrum Auctions in Japan
April 8, 2011

Item 1 (Objectives of Introducing Spectrum Auctions)

and Item 4 (Where to Conduct Auctions)

The United States Government is strongly supportive of the effort
indicated in this agenda aiming to ensure more efficient
assignment of commercial spectrum. The assignment of spectrum
for commercial purposes should be carried out in an objective,
timely, transparent, non-discriminatory, and technology-neutral
manner, with the aim of fostering competition and innovation.
Methods that the Japanese Government has used to date utilizing
a “beauty contest” have raised questions regarding the
preferences accorded to specific technologies and service
suppliers and, arguably, have retarded the market entry of
innovative suppliers. The United States Government urges the
Government of Japan to empower regulators to have at their
disposal impartial, market-oriented means, including auctions, to
assign terrestrial spectrum to commercial users, including
spectrum in the 700 MHz and 900 MHz bands that will become




available in the next few years. Use of auctions could help (1)
avoid the perceived need for regulators to evaluate candidate
technologies for specific bands, a task regulators are ill-equipped
to perform;

(2) avoid spectrum “warehousing;” and (3) once spectrum has
been assigned through an auction, facilitate its more efficient use,
through swapping, sub-leasing, or other market-oriented
techniques that may not be appropriate to a ‘beauty-contest”
regime.

Item 5 (Auction Design and Implementation)

In addition, the United States Government would welcome the
opportunity to exchange information with the Government of
Japan on best practices and lessons learned regarding the design
and use of auctions in spectrum assignment.

Item 9 (Other Issues — Restrictions on Foreign Investment)
The United States Government notes the advisory group’s
intention to consider potential new restrictions on foreign
investment regarding licensing. Given that Japan has no such
limitations in its current World Trade Organization commitments
and that imposing new restrictions would deter investment needed
to build new networks, the United States Government respectfully
suggests that any new restrictions would be unwarranted.
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700MHz Band Plan

711 716 721
I I I

A

t

Block A+
Block B
Block C
Block D
Block E
Block F*1,+2
Block G*2

726 73|1 74|1 74|6 751 75|6 762 76|7 7|77 782 78|7 792 79|8 8(16
I I I I I
A|lB|C D | E U B|C|D|E _—
AR ARAIEAN tit(tt
Frequency (MHz) Bandwidth (MHz) Duplex Mode Compatibility
Uplink Downlink

711-716 741-746
777-782 746-751
782-787 751-756
787-792 757-762
792-798 762-767
721-726
726-731

10 (5MHz x 2) FDD USA700(B12,B17), China700
10 (5MHz x 2) FDD USA700(B13)

10 (5MHz x 2) FDD USA700(B13)

10 (5MHz x 2) FDD USA700(B14)

10 (5MHz x 2) FDD USA700(B14)

5 (5MHz x 1) TDD India700, (China700)

5 (5MHz x 1) TDD India700, (China700)

1 BMEVRTLEDFiEHENHD 4. 51ch, 52h THEH —ERZITo TN IEIH AT LDERZZ I T 2EDIRENDE
*2 TD-LTEF/=IXITSTOEREZEE

MCA

FPU1
FPU4

Frequency (MHz)

731-741 900MHz#MCAR1T L RIEZ800MHZzEMCAZE Rl Hig I ZF81TL .
800MHzHIZ#FTHig &R T 5

767-777 FPU2F(XEILL FPUIHRERTHETER

798-806 FPU4H (X1R¥F FPU4HEEYR—ILTWAL AT LIZRITEAAIEXR



800MHz Band Plan

806 810 815 830 845 855 860 875 890
|| I I I I I I I

Frequency (MHz) Bandwidth (MHz) Duplex Mode Compatibility

Uplink Downlink

Block H 810-815 855-860 10 (5MHz x 2) FDD LowerE850
Frequency (MHz)

MCA 731-741 900MHzHFMCARE 1T L REIFFIZ800MHZTFMCAZ Bl F i (ZF84TL .

800MHzH [ZHFHTHIHZHERT D



900MHz Band Plan

890 900 905 910 915 925 930 940 945 950 955 960
I I I I I I I I I I I I

Frequency (MHz) Bandwidth (MHz) Duplex Mode Compatibility

Uplink Downlink
Block I*3 900-905 945-950 10 (5MHz x 2) FDD EU900(B8)
Block J 905-910 950-955 10 (5MHz x 2) FDD EU900(B8)
Block K 910-915 955-960 10 (5MHz x 2) FDD EU900(B8)

*3 2012 A o fEAFTRE

Frequency (MHz)
MCA 930-940 900MHzHEMCAZE#1TL . 900MHzH (ZBANDSE i it #HER T %
RFID 915-925
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B 700MHzE B TEE60MHzDBIEE XM TR R EFER

NER  FDDMAIZ50MHz, TDDXIXITSAIZ10MHz
BlockA~GODE£77 AV % KT
BlockA LTE700D & K5 TéHdILHK700(AT&T) ELTE., B[E700MHzEE B a4
BlockB,C LTE700M i K1z T#HSILK700(VerizonWireless)ELTETH #i1E
BlockD,E FCCA—%433>927 0vy4-DERHMEHY
BlockF,G tHREMIGFG 16, 26D FE., 1 FETD-LTETHO B4 % HA%F

B SOOMHzEIZHEWLWTHEHIOMHzDBIES XM T B R METER

AER FDDAIZ10MHz
BlockH LowerE850 (Fakthis) LM E ik

B 900MHz&EIZHE W TEHE30MHzDBIES XM ITE R METER

AR FDDAIZ30MHz
Blockl,J,K BXJ900&HSPA+R ULTETH #itEHY
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