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2. Consumer Groups’ 2011 Petition Requesting Elimination of Certain Self-
Implementing Exemptions from the Captioning Rules

159. On January 27, 2011, the Consumer Groups filed a joint petition for rulemaking
(2011 Petition) seeking amendment to the Commission’s captioning rules regarding an
exclusion and several categorical self-implementing exemptions from the obligation to
caption television programming. The Consumer Groups requested, in light of modern
technology, the reduced costs of captioning, and other changed circumstances, that the
Commission eliminate the exclusion for advertisements of five minutes duration or less
and the self-implementing exemptions provided for the following types of programming:
late night programming, locally produced and distributed non-news programming with
no repeat value, interstitials, promotional announcements, and public service
announcements that are 10 minutes or less in duration, and channels producing
revenues under $3 million. We seek comment on the Consumer Groups’ proposal to
eliminate the advertising exclusion and the specified selfimplementing exemptions from
the closed captioning rules. We ask commenters to address the merits as well as the
costs and benefits of each proposal put forth by the Consumer Groups.

% [REPORT AND ORDER, DECLARATORY RULING, AND FURTHER NOTICE OF PROPOSED
RULEMAKING] (FCC14-12) &0 —Btkis
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