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- NAPCS Discussion Paper - Overview of NAPCS Objectives, Guidance, and Implementation
. Strategy and Goals: A United States Perspective (Economic Classification Policy :
- Committee of the United States, April 2003) :

C. Additional Technical Guidance for NAPCS Structure for Classifying Products :
® The most detailed aggregations in NAPCS will generally be aggregations of products that
: are close substitutes for one another (e.g., pork and beef). The higher-level categories will

generally be aggregations of product groups (lower-level categories) that are either more :

distant substitutes or complements of one another (e.g., meat and vegetables, or clothing
: and shoes).
® Related goods and services will map into the same higher-level aggregates in the NAPCS
: classification.
- ® Acommon sense approach to development of a well-articulated classification system will be :
: used to meet the stated NAPCS objectives. Classification titles should be readily
: understandable to the majority of expected NAPCS users.
- ® The NAPCS structure should address and consider the needs of national accounts and :
: other statistical programs when developing the various levels of aggregation.
: ® Since the NAPCS classification system will not be industry-of-origin based, mid-level :
: aggregations will serve as the product bridge between supply-based (NAICS) and
: demand-based (NAPCS) classification schemes.
® One or more aggregation structures are possible and could be deemed publishable in the
: official NAPCS Manual. :
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