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The Smart City Operating System

Eric Woods — March 26, 2012

Following on my recent blog | am returning to the

concept of the city-as-platform. The idea was e e v .
raised by Chicago City CTO, John Tolva, in an ﬁ i e

excellent review of Chicago's open data P o fi'
projects, and starts with the provision of an open L & -
application programming interface (API) to the P i%d* - ﬁ
city's data portal. Developers can use this to e ‘4 aagEET mrre 1L
receive a continually updated stream of city data F - b D e
without manually refreshing their applications —— '

each time changes happen in the feed. As Tolva o

5ays, this changes the city from a static provider - = _ 5 s

of data to a kind of platform for application [ ) —
development. In turn, this leads to a rethinking of

government's role in the smart city, moving from being a prime developer to providing a foundation for

others to build upon.
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