
EditorialNote

AsglobalizationhasprogressedintheAsiaandPacificregion,manycountries

haveincreasinglycometofacesimilaradministrativeissuesandpolicyproblems.In

differentpartsoftheregion,rapidurbanizationoftengeneratesincredibletraffic

congestions.ThisisamajorapprehensionmanygovernmentsintheEROPAregion

oughttoshare.Theymusthelpeaseairpollutionandotherenvironmentalpredica-

mentsattheearliestpossibleopportunityinordertoprotectthehealthofthe

generalpublic.Socialwelfareandcorruptionareanothersetofcommonandcon-

spicuousissuesamongthestatesintheregion.Thealleviationofpovertyandthe

accountabilityofpublicofficialsarecriticalfortheachievementofgoodgovernance

agenda.

Confrontedwiththesecommonissues,thegovernmentsintheregioninitiate

similarapproaches.Decentralizationmoreoftencomestotheforeasaneffective

meanstocontrolurbangrowthandsimilarsocialimpediments.Likewise,several

governmentsintheregionstartdevolvingcentralpowerstolowerlevelauthorities

whileothersattempttodeconcentratecapitalcityfunctionsandtransferadministra-

tiverolestodiversedistricts.TheEROPAmembercountrieshavecontrivedthese

policymixestomeetthechallengesgeneratedfromtherapidrateofglobalization

andurbanization.

Neverthelessanddespitetheseefforts,thegovernmentsintheEROPAregion

remainbeingexposedtocommondilemmas.Thelackofcompetentpublicofficials

moreoftenimpededecentralization:ahighincidenceofcorruptionlikewisedeters

entrenchmentofgood governance platform.Similarly,both devolution and

deconcentrationwouldincreasetheburdensonlocalgovernments.Theprevious

experienceholdsthattheseprogramswouldnotusuallycomealongwithfinancial

andmonetarysupportsfromthecenter.Consequently,manystateswouldhaveto

keepstrugglingagainsttheongoingpolicydilemmas.

ThesearethemajorbackdroptothistwelfthvolumeofComparativePublic

Administration.Thebooktriestoexaminesharedissues,similarapproaches,and

commondilemmasamongvariousgovernmentsintheregion.Thecurrentvolume

hastriedtoanalyzethesequestionsfromtheviewoflocalgovernmentperspectives.

Takingtheseintoaccount,theboardmembersdecidedthepanopticthemeofthe

booktobe:EnhancingtheQualityofLocalGovernance.Themaintitlehasthree

sub-themes.Theyare:Institution,CapacityBuilding,andIntergovernmentalRela-

tionships.ManycountrieswithintheAsiaandPacificregionhavebeenrobustand

activeinentrenchingandimprovinglocalsystem ofgovernance.Bhutan,China,

Indonesia,PakistanandThailandareoneofthefewexamplesonthisscore.

Indifferentwaysandmeans,theyallhaveattemptedtoexpeditedecentraliza-

tionandtoconsolidatecommunity-basedgovernments.Infact,eachcountryhas

been compelledtofosterlocalgovernmentdevelopmentsinceithasbecome
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tantamounttotheglobalgovernancestandardandprerequisiteforsecuringdiffer-

entofficialdevelopmentaidsfrominternationaldonors.Fromthedonors・perspec-

tive,localunitsofgovernment,especiallyindevelopingcountries,haveseveral

criticalvalues.Oneiseconomicvalue:community-centeredadministrationseems

mucheffectiveandefficientsinceitwillmostlikelyreflectlocalresidentneeds.

Anothervalueispolitical:constantresidentparticipationinlocalpoliticswilloften

becomeacradleformaturedemocracyandleadtotherealizationofgoodgovern-

ance.

Withthesequestionsinmind,theeditorialboardmetseveraltimesinTokyo

duringtheyear2014.Theydiscussedanddecidedtheoverarchingthemeforthe

twelfthvolumewhiletheyalsobegansearchingforprospectiveauthors.Atthe

onsetofthediscussion,themembersallagreedtoinviteProfessorEmeritusDr.

HelmutWollmannfromGermany.Theyhopedtohavethisprominentscholarasa

leadauthorofthecurrentissue.Fortunately,heacceptedourofferandhascontrib-

utedanimportantdepictionoftheEuropeancasetothisvolume.Althoughhis

manuscriptconfineditsscopetotheEuropeancountries,Asianreaderswouldcer-

tainlylearnalotfromhisoutstandinganalysisoftheEuropeanexperience.

TheboardwaslikewisehonoredtohaveProfessorHeungsukChoiofKorea

University.Heisoneofthepronouncedscholarsandspecialistsinpublicadmini-

strationintheRepublicofKorea.HedelineatesboththeKoreanachievementsand

effortstoenlargethescopeoflocalgovernmentsinhiscountry.Hiscontribution

hassubstantiallyimprovedthequalityofthepresentissue.Themembersofthe

editorialboardwasalsofortunatetohavetheveryfirstauthorfrom Bhutan.Mr.

SonamPenjor・smanuscriptdescribestheroadmapforthegrowthoflocaladminis-

trativesysteminhiscountry.

TheeditorialboardwelcomesProfessorDr.NisadaWedchayanon,whoisthe

incumbentDeanoftheGraduateSchoolofPublicAdministrationintheNational

InstituteofDevelopmentAdministrationinBangkok,Thailand.Herworkalsohigh-

lightsthedilemmasthatThailandhasindevelopingthelocalgovernmentsinits

soil.Theissuesshehasdelineatedwillcertainlybecomeimportantlessonsforother

statesintheregion.Manyreaderswillappreciateherin-depthknowledgeandana-

lyticalskillofthesubjectmatter.

ThepresentissueincludestwoJapaneseauthors.Mr.AkioKamiko,aProfessor

andtheVicePresidentoftheCollegeofAsiaPacificStudiesatRitsumeikanAsia

PacificUniversity,hasbeenwritingcorruptioncontrolovertheyears.Inthepre-

sentarticle,hediscussesadministrativeethicsinthecontextoflocalgovernments.

AnotherJapaneseauthor,Mr.AtsushiKonishi,isaseniorofficialintheMinistryof

InternalAffairsandCommunication.HealsoteachesadministrativelawatKyoto

University.Hismanuscriptpointstodifferentlocalresponsestoadministrative

mandatesofprefecturalgovernments,someofwhicharedevolvedtovariouscities.

TheeditorialboardishighlyfortunatetohavecomeacrossayoungChinese

scholarwhoisanexpertinlocalgovernmentinChina.ProfessorYifanYangof

SouthwestJiaotongUniversityhascoauthoredachapter,・TheLevels,Dimensions

andStructureofLocalGovernanceCapacityinChina:ATheoreticalandEmpirical
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Study.・Thiswork,beinghighlyempiricalandobjective,willbecomeanimportant

addendumtothecollectionofscholarlyworksonlocalgovernmentintheEROPA

region.WeexpectthatProfessorYangandhisassociateswillbringforthyetan-

otherempiricalstudyinthenearfuture.

Dr.DwarikaNathDhungelhasalreadycontributedanumberofworkstothis

monographseries.HeisaregularmemberoftheEROPAconferenceanddelivers

analyticalpresentationsinthedifferentoccasions.Hehasco-authoredwithhis

associateandtogethercompiledachapteronthepersonnelsystemintheNepalese

localgovernments.Theeditorialboardallappreciatestheireffortandcontribution

tothisvolume.Whilewritingthisnote,wewereinformedthatNepalwashitby

devastatingquakeinApril,2015.Theboardmemberswerenaturallyworriedabout

Dhungelandothers・safety.Wewererelieved,however,tolearnthattheywere

unharmed.WeareallhopingthatNepalwillrecoverfromthedisastersoon.

ProfessorPrijonoTjiptoherijantooftheUniversityofIndonesiaisoneofthe

well-knowneconomistsinIndonesiaandanotherregularcontributortodifferent

academicjournalsinthisregion.Theboardisthankfulforhisactiveparticipation

inthisvolume.Astheauthorpointsout,Indonesiahasbeeninthehornofdiametric

dilemmasbetweencentralizationanddecentralization.Theauthordisclosesvarious

problemswhicharecloselylinkedtotheissueofnationalintegrationanddecentrali-

zation.ManyreaderswillsharethequagmiresthatIndonesiansoughttoovercome

beforeattainingthepublictrustingovernment.

AsachiefeditorofthetwelfthvolumeofComparativePublicAdministration,I

wouldliketothankProfessorKoichiroAgataofWasedaUniversity,VicePresident

Kamiko,ProfessorOsamuKoikeoftheYokohamaNationalUniversityandDr.

MasaoKikuchiofMeijiUniversity.Astheeditorialboardmembers,Ihighlyvalue

theircollaborationsandsupportsaswellassuggestions.Theseareindispensablefor

thecompletionofthisproject.Likewise,mydeepappreciationgoestoPresident

AkihideHirashimaandstaffmembersoftheLocalAutonomyCollegeofJapan.

Theyhaveprovidedmewiththerareopportunitytoeditthismonographseries.

Onceagain,Ithankthemallfortheircooperationandcontributions.

AkiraNakamura,Ph.D.
EditorinChief

ProfessorEmeritus,MeijiUniversity

AdjunctProfessor,LocalAutonomyCollege
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