
Preface

TheEasternRegionalOrganizationforPublicAdministration（EROPA）isan

internationalorganizationthataimstopromoteanddevelopthepublicadministra-

tiontohelpaccelerateeconomicandsocialdevelopmentintheAsia-Pacificregion.

Japanisafoundingmemberoftheorganization,whichwasestablishedinDecember

1960.TheorganizationhasitsSecretariatinManila,andfourtechnicalcenters:the

DevelopmentManagementCenter（Seoul）,theTrainingCenter（New Delhi）,the

LocalGovernmentCenter（Tokyo）andtheE-GovernmentResearchCenter（Bei-

jing）.TheLocalGovernmentCenterislocatedinLocalAutonomyCollegeofJapan.

TheLocalGovernmentCenterreceivestraineesfrommembercountriestogive

high-levelinternationaltrainings.Inaddition,studiesonlocalgovernmentsofthe

membercountriesarecarriedout.TheCenteralsomakespublications.Onesuch

publication,aprojectentitled・ComparativeStudiesofPublicAdministration・,isa

collectionofpapersoncomparativestudiesoflocaladministrationsbyresearchers

ofthemembercountries.Thisprojectstartedoutbasedonthedeterminationbythe

EROPAExecutiveCouncilMeetingin1981.TheComparativeStudyhasbeenpub-

lishedonceeverytwoorthreeyearssince1984.Atotalof11collectionshavebeen

publishedsofar,focusingonimportantadministrativeissuessuchashumanre-

sourcedevelopment,administrativereform,coproductionofpublicservicesand

financialretrenchment.Theyarehighlyregardedandconsideredtocontributeto

helpingsolvelocalgovernmentissuesthemembercountriesarefacing.

WehavenowpublishedVolume12underthetitle・Enhancingthequalityof

localgovernance:Institutionalization,CapacityBuildingandInter-Governmental

Relationships・.Decentralizationhasbeenadvancingthroughouttheworld.Govern-

mentshavetransferredtheiradministrativepowertolocalgovernmentsinmany

countries;therefore,strengtheningthequalityoflocalgovernancehasbecomean

importantissue.ThisfactorledustofocusonthemainthemeforVolume12.Dr.

HellmutWollmann（ProfessorEmeritus,HumboldtUniversity）wrotetheprefatory

noteregardingtheentiremaintheme.Heisoneoftheworld・sexpertsonlocal

autonomy.Manyfieldsareinstrumentalinstrengtheningthequalityoflocalgov-

ernance,butthisvolumefocusesonthreesub-themes:institutionalization,capacity

buildingandinter-governmentalrelationships. Eightdistinguishedresearchers

mainlyfromthemembercountrieswroteessaysonthesub-themes.Theyanalyzed

thecurrentsituations,challengesandinitiativesoftheirowngovernmentsthrough

theirdiverseperspectivesanddeepinsights.

Ihopethatthisvolumewillbeusedtohelpdeveloplocalgovernanceinvarious

countries.IalsowishlocalentitiesinJapantoutilizethisvolumeasareferenceto

enhanceinternationalcontributionssuchasstudytoursfromoverseas.Inaddition,

IexpectthatthisbookwillbehelpfultoJapaneseresearchersforstudyingother
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countries・administrationsandteachingatuniversities.

Lastly,IwouldliketothankProf.em.Dr.Wollmann,whowrotetheprefatory

note,andalltheresearcherswhowrotetheessaysforthevolume.Uponpublication

ofVolume12,wereceivedalotofsupportandcooperationfromDr.AkiraNakamura

（ProfessorEmeritus,MeijiUniversity）,thechiefoftheeditorialboard;Dr.Koichiro

Agata（Professor,WasedaUniversity）,amemberofeditorialboard;Prof.Akio

Kamiko（Vice-President,RitsumeikanAsiaPacificUniversity）;Dr.OsamuKoike

（Professor,YokohamaNationalUniversity）;andDr.MasaoKikuchi（AssociatePro-

fessor,MeijiUniversity）.Thisexcellentcollectionofworksowesitselftotheefforts

ofChiefEditorNakamuraandalltheeditorialmembers.Iwouldliketoexpressmy

deepestappreciationtothemall.Finally,IwouldliketothanktheJapanCenterfor

LocalAutonomy（JichiSogoCenter）fortheirgenerousfinancialsupport.

AkihideHirashima
President,LocalAutonomyCollege

MinistryofInternalAffairsandCommunications,Japan

Director-General

EROPALocalGovernmentCenter
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