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The 9t JET Regional Internationalization Seminar

O JET Programme participants can share opinions with people involved in regional development such as “Local Vitalization Cooperators,
learn about best practices in regional development, and deepen their understanding and interest in regional activities through
observation/experience. The goal is to encourage participation in initiatives that contribute to internationalization of the region.

OTo promote initiatives that further contribute to regional revitalization, based on new perspectives from JETSs.

OlList of seminar co-hosts since 2015: Ishikawa, Ibaraki, Aomori, Miyazaki, Tottori, Hyogo, Fukui, Yamanashi

Overview of the Seminar for Globalization with JETs in Fukushima

<Day 1: Case study presentations on regional activities in Fukushima Prefecture>

® The Governor of Fukushima Prefecture, Mr. Masao Uchibori, gave a video greeting where he talked about the progress of reconstruction and restoration,
lessons learned from complex disasters (earthquake, tsunami, and nuclear disaster), and the new study program “Researching and Creating Sustainable
Societies and Community Development.” The program also included a video message about the new study program “Fukushima Only One,” case studies,

and discussion to ignite the interest of the JETs in regional activities.
Mr. Daitatsu Takahashi, President of NOMA Lab, Inc.
Under the theme of “Why FUKUSHIMA coastal areas are the most exciting now?”, Mr. Takahashi spoke about efforts to create new value,

”

stimulate inbound demand, and disseminate information and initiatives overseas.
<Day 2: Site visits and exchange of opinions in areas where people involved in regional development, such as the Regional

Development Cooperation Corps, are active>

® Participants visited sites where people involved in regional development, such as the Regional Vitalization
Cooperators, are working, and experienced efforts to pass on local culture and traditional industries.

(Main Inspection Sites: Cultivating of sake brewers - regional revitalization measures using local timber -
activities to pass on traditional papermaking techniques to future generations, etc.)

<Day 3: Presentation of case studies and results based on site visits>
® Group discussion among JETs on the attractiveness of the region and efforts to further develop the region.
® Remarks were given on each group's presentation by people involved in community development, to
deepen the participants’ understanding of community activities and promote the JETs' efforts to engage in
community activities.

Planned involvement of JET Programme participants in local activities (survey answers)

-Using SNS to promote the region's attractions to family members abroad and acquaintances in Japan and abroad.
-Recognizing that in addition to foreign language classes, they can be involved in various community activities such as

community revitalization and cultural promotion.
-Planning to share this knowledge and experience with students at school, and learning about the activities and culture

in the community.
- After the JET Programme, wishing to remain in Fukushima Prefecture to help revitalize the local community.

JETSs listening to a community
development official

aE \
JETSs learning traditional
washi techniques




~ From the Perspective of a JET in The 9th JET Regional Internationalizati

O On the Implementation of the JET Regional Internationalization Seminar
® My name is Joanne, and I am a CIR in the International Affairs Division at the Fukushima Prefectural Government.
® I am a member of the Fukushima Prefectural Government, and my primary responsibilities include
translating and interpreting official materials and documents for the prefectural government,
supporting JET participants in Fukushima, and promoting the prefecture internationally through social media.
— In particular, I manage the "Fukushima Today" accounts on Facebook and Instagram, where I share insights
about Fukushima's charm, recovery progress, and the perspectives of foreign residents living in Fukushima, presenting
"Fukushima Now" to a global audience from the viewpoint of a Coordinator for International Relations.

O Theme of This Year’s Seminar

® Fukushima Prefecture suffered significant damage due to the Great East Japan Earthquake. The locations we
visited during this project included areas where residents had to evacuate and remain away from their :
communities for extended periods due to evacuation orders.

® In these regions, industries and communities are being rebuilt from scratch. We chose "revitalization" as the
theme for this year’s seminar, believing that the approaches to addressing challenges in the Hamadori region could serve as a
valuable reference for other regional revitalization efforts.

O After the Implementation of the JET Regional Internationalization Seminar

® While I have previously promoted Fukushima abroad, this project allowed me to gain new insights and deepen my
understanding of the prefecture by observing these efforts firsthand and visiting alongside other JET participants.

® In Fukushima Prefecture, there are foreigners actively contributing as members of the Regional Revitalization Cooperation
Team, engaging in recovery efforts, or participating in community revitalization projects. Motivated by a desire to support
Fukushima or a strong affection for the prefecture, these individuals are making significant contributions from their respective
positions.

® Through this initiative, I felt that encouraging JET participants to develop an interest in their local communities and engage in
community revitalization activities or Fukushima’s efforts could accelerate the prefecture’s revitalization. I hope that some may
even choose to continue contributing as members of the Regional Revitalization Cooperation Team or in other capacities after
their term ends.

cf. Information about “Local Vitalization Cooperators,” —https://www.soumu.go.jp/main_sosiki/jichi_gyousei/c-gyousei/02gyosei08_03000066.html
We will have a booth related to “Local Vitalization Cooperators,” at the JET Program Career Fair in Osaka on Saturday, February 15, 2025
and in Tokyo on Saturday, February 22, 2025. —https://jetprogramme.org/ja/careerfair/
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