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'Onceinformationissharedtoverifyage,there’ snowayforawebsitevisitortobecertainthatthedatathey’ rehan
dingoverisnotgoingtoberetainedandusedbythewebsite,orfurthersharedorevensold.Whilesomeageverification
mandateshavelimitsonretentionanddisclosureofthisdata,significantriskremains.Usersareforcedtotrustthatthe
websitetheyvisit,oritsthird-partyverificationservice,bothofwhichcouldbefly-by-
nightcompanieswithnopublishedprivacystandards,arefollowingtheserules.
Further,thereisriskthatwebsiteemployeeswillmisusethedata,orthatthieveswillstealit. Themoreinformationaweb
sitecollects,themorechancesthereareforittogetintothehandsofamarketingcompany,abadactor,orsomeonewh
ohasfiledasubpoenaforit. Thiswouldinevitablyleadtofurtherdatabreaches,becausetheselawswon’ tjustaffect
companiesthatarebigenoughtohaverobustdataprotection.lfawebsitemisusesormishandlesthedata, thevisitormi
ghtneverfindout.Andiftheydo,theymightlackanadequateenforcementmechanism.Forexample,onerecentageve
rificationlawrequiresausertoprove “damagesresultingfrom” theunlawfulretentionofdata,inordertoholdthewe
bsiteaccountableincourt—adifficultbartoreach. |
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(H 8 :ElectronicFrontierFoundation,” AgeVerificationMandatesWouldUndermine AnonymityOnline” (202343
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A)
https://www.eff.org/deeplinks /2023 /03 /age-verification-mandates—-would-undermine—anonymity-
online)
VL EDEEA S FEMHERDRBILCEBHBLITTRFLET,
RATUN—0EN G DA EELRFE /AL DTS- FfERICIEF T LET,
2EWM REOBHOHE ELMOERLEZBIR
FREROEREE. B4 RETORREZREICL, REOBHEEZELEB/SELEFT,

SBRER. NEE R, BN EFEEORRGE, TV TIRRENNFIINDEBIENRELE
ER
[ UIRIT I REL TEEZICEBRT —BEORINERDDE, TIUNTH—LOFIREDITEI Z /R ITRIIC
B BT D1y TAIhEEN, FRREN G ERCKRBEANBRDEECDENIEBNLHYET,
NE BOFREZORLLEARAZEC 21— —ORERFIMBYEL A,
BHNDERNZRYET A, FIMHERERHCITHIFRPRICOVTEITAADEF IOV T47HENBE
[CHERLTET,
—HBHR
[TakeOklahoma’ shill SB1959,forexample.Thisstateageverificationlawaimstopreventyoungpeoplefromacce
ssingcontentthatis “harmfultominors” andwentintoeffectlastNovember 1st.ltincorporatesdefinitionsfroman
otherOklahomastatute,Statute21-
1040,whichdefinesmaterial “harmfultominors” asanydescriptionorexhibition,inwhateverform,ofnudityand “
sexualconduct.” Thatsamestatutethendefines “sexualconduct” asincludingactsof “homosexuality.” Expli
citly,then,SB1959requiresasitetoverifysomeone’ sagebeforeshowingthemcontentabouthomosexuality—
avagueenoughtermthatitcouldpotentiallyapplytocontentfromorganizationslikeGLAADandPlannedParenthood.
Thisvaguedefinitionwillundoubtedlycauseplatformstoover—
censorcontentrelatingtoLGBTQ+life,health,orrightsoutoffearofliability.Separately billssuchasSB1959mightal
socauseuserstoself-policetheirownspeechforthesamereasons,fearingde—
platforming.Thelawleavesplatformsunsureandunabletopreciselyexcludetheminimumamountofcontentthatfitst

hebil'sdefinition,leadingthemtoovercensorshipofcontentthatmayjustalsoincludethisveryblogpost.
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BeyondindividualStates:KidsOnlineSafety Act(KOSA)

LawsliketheproposedfederalKidsOnlineSafety Act(KOSA)makegovernmentofficialsthearbitersofwhatyoungp
eoplecanseeonlineandwillleadplatformstoimplementinvasiveageverificationmeasurestoavoidthethreatofliabilit
y.IfKOSApasses,itwillleadtopeoplewhomakeonlinecontentaboutsexeducation,andLGBTQ+identityandhealth be
ingpersecutedandshutdownaswell. AllitwilltakeisonememberoftheFederalTradeCommissionseekingtoscorepoli
ticalpoints,orastateattorneygeneralseekingtoensurere-

election,tostartgoingaftertheonlinespeechtheydon’ tlike.Thesespeechburdenswillalsoaffectregularusersasp
latformsmass—deletecontentinthenameofavoidinglawsuitsandinvestigationsunderKOSA.
SenatorMarshaBlackburn,co-

sponsorofKOSA hasexpressedapriorityin “protectingminorchildrenfromthetransgender[siclinthiscultureandt
hatinfluence.” KOSA,toSenatorBlackburn,wouldaddressthisproblembylimitingcontentintheplaces “wherechild
renarebeingindoctrinated.” Yettheseeffortsallfailtoprotectchildrenfromtheactualharmsoftheonlineworld,andi

nsteaddenyvulnerableyoungpeopleacrucialavenueofcommunicationandaccesstoinformation. |

BAZBRIMBGIZIE AITRIINDEESB1959% B THELLD, COMDEMBETR KL, BENREESE
[CBFRAVTUVIZTIERTHD0EHCIEEBMELTHY, EFTTATRICETEINE L, COZEE
(&, IR MDBDESTHBStatute21-1040DEREFRYANTHY, RIES TIE, X—RPMERFT
A IDHLPIHEOHEECERERBFEECETRITVTUVEERLTVET, SHIC, RAESTIEME
MTAIZIEIRER TANESENEEERINTNET, DFY, SB1959(E, YA \EMERICEId 53T
UVERINT DRI FIREOERERERT D LERBHTTNDDTYT , COREBIFEEGT=5H, GLAAD
‘OPlannedParenthood D& SAEFEDIY ToVIZEBASN D ATREEAHYE T,

COBBRRERE. TIUINT+—LOENEEEBNTLOBTQ+OAEE, 5. #RIZEd 2270 vER
BB IRREALGDEIEREENENTLED, Fz. SB1959DKIEFKIE. T YNTA—LDBDIEK
ERNT, A——H2ELNREEEEMNITRAITILIIRIARESEHYET ., COERIE, TIUNTA—
LINERDERICER T DR/NBOIVTUYVEEHBICIRNATERVNELIICL, FERELT, COTAVREEH
FEEFNDAREEOH DI TV EBEIRETHLIZDRAVET,
BINEBAT: FEEDA VTR EeE(KOSA)

111




RESNTWDEBREF VTV REEKOSA) DESEEREIE BENF U IFAVTAERDIENTED
NEBRERENHEE T DIUIGICEE. TIVNTIA— AIFENEEZR T 5-OITREBNRF RS
BEEAEIEFEEEEA5, KOSABERENAUL, M EOLGBTQ+D7 AT T4 T4 EEFEICET
BAVTAVAVTUVEERTDARLETEIN, FHEFLSEONDTLCGD, BURHBR/{RABREZHED
EPWEIZERDEEC. BREZEEICTIEOOMBEEREDN. [UTALBWNA VTV ELOEHRERE
LIBH BT THRT, SOLEEROBHAOEAHIE, Ty T4+— LAKOSAICE DGRIACHAETZEET
BEHIZAVTUYERBHIRY 212N T, — AV ISR EERIFTESD,
KOSADHFHREZE THEIY— v - TIvIN—r ER@E B, [COXEPRHDXEIHIT NSV ATy
F—DEENORBEBETIEIEBEBEELTETTND, TIvoN— LRZEEICE L KOSAK
[ FHREENAEMSNTONSIFZET IO T VEGIRY 5 ETCORRBIZHAL T 2L DEEND, LAL, T5L
EEYRAEENS, FHRIZEEA DV TAVHARDERODENOTFILETES, LLARBELREE-LIZES
TEELIZA 7 —YavFRPOERADT IV EAFRERSILIZRD, |

(e #1:ElectronicFrontierFoundation,” ThelmpactofAgeVerificationMeasuresGoesBeyondPornSites™
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