Administrative circular
March 31, 2020

To: Each Prefectural Administrative Information Department
Each Municipal Administrative Information Department

Regional Communications Development Division
Information and Communications Bureau
Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communications

Data Release Websites for Countermeasures against New Coronavirus
Pandemic
(Provision of Information)

The government has been providing information on the outbreak of new
coronavirus infectious disease and various support systems. At the same time,
information websites have been set up by local governments and volunteer
engineers on a region-by-region basis. (See Attachment P. 2 and 3)

These regional information websites play a major role in delivering information to
website users in need of it, in a way that is easy to find and understand. From the
website developers’ point of view, however, there are some issues, e.g., it is said
that the information published by the national and local governments is not very
machine readable and that there is data format inconsistency. (See Attachment P.
4)

Recently, a group of volunteer engineers created and published a document on
the definitions of open data items for the new coronavirus pandemic in order to
enable each local government to publish information in a common data format with
high machine readability so that websites can be developed faster and data can be
easily updated accordingly. As a result, the Ministry of Internal Affairs and
Communications (MIC) wishes to share information on this matter. (See Reference)

Each local government is requested to keep the contents of the attachments in
mind at the time of data disclosure. However, organizations that have already
launched their website for countermeasures against the new coronavirus pandemic
do not need to correct the current public data.

Please also be informed that relevant information is provided to each prefecture
and ordinance-designated city through the survey and inquiry system on the Chiiki-
no-Genki Sozo Platform (lit. local spirit creation platform).



(Attachment)
Data Release Websites for Countermeasures against New Coronavirus Pandemic

(Reference)
Document on the Definitions of Open Data Items for the New Coronavirus
Pandemic
(Published on the official website of Code for Japan)
https://www.code4japan.org/activity/stopcovid19

<Contact>
In charge: Uemura and Suda
Regional Communications Development Division
Information and Communications Bureau
MIC
Tel.: 03-5253-5758 (direct line)
Fax.: 03-5253-5759
Email: opendata-suishin@ml.soumu.go.jp
MIC: Website for Open Data Consultation
(A consultation form is available.)
https://www.opendata-howto.org/



about:blank
about:blank

Data Release Websites for

Countermeasures against
COVID-19

March 31, 2020
Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communications
(MIC)



Opening of Open-source Websites for Countermeasures against COVID-19 in Various Places

» Tokyo Metropolitan Government has developed a COVID-19 information website and made it an open
source project accessible to developers via the GitHub platform. Since then, starting with the website in
Tokyo Metropolitan Government, engineers from various places have been making improvements.

» Since it was made an open source, volunteer engineers from all over Japan have been subsequently
opening their local websites to the public. (As of March 26, 2020, websites are opened to the public in 34
prefectures, one region (Kyushu), and two ordinance-designated cities (Chiba and Fukuoka).)
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Volunteers Also Operate Various Related Websites

In addition, volunteers established various websites related to countermeasures against COVID-19 and have been operating them.
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Data Release Method of Government Agencies (Significance and Necessity of Open Data)

* Problems, including difficulty in the machine readability (*) of information published by national and local governments and
data format inconsistencies, became apparent, while engineers were developing websites in their areas.

« If each local government opens data in a common data format that is machine-readable, it will be possible to develop the
websites more quickly and update the data thereafter.

» Therefore, Civic Tech group volunteers will create a set of definition guidelines for open data items for
countermeasures against COVID-19 so that each local government can create data.

(*) Machine readability: A state of data in a format that can be easily processed by a computer.

Definition guidelines were created according to the open data of the Tokyo Metropolitan Government.
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Strengthening the Cooperation between Local Governments and Civic Tech

» Triggered by websites in various places for countermeasures against COVID-19, the necessity for the further
promotion of open data by local governments and cooperation between local governments and Civic Tech (citizens

aiming to solve social issues b

y utilizing technology) has become clear.

» Currently, such cooperation often depends on individual personal connections. Therefore, regional information
advisors (arranged by MIC) and open data evangelists (arranged by National Strategy office of Information and
Communication Technology, Cabinet Secretariat) will play the role of connecting Civic Tech members with local
governments throughout Japan and supporting Civic Tech activities and the further promotion of open data initiatives.
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* Disseminating the trends of
nationwide websites for
countermeasures against
COVID-19.

* Provision of data and formats
that should be converted to
open data.

« Conveying requests from
Civic Tech members.

* Consultation on open data
and website construction

* Request for bridging to Civic
Tech members

h * Creating a set of definition

Regional information advisors
and open data evangelists

(volunteers)
Secretariat: VLED; support: Code for Japan
and others
VLED: Vitalizing Local Economy Organization
by Open Data & Big Data

(e Arrangement of the provision h
status of the information of
prefectures on COVID-19.

guidelines for open data items
for countermeasures against
COVID-19

* Collecting and organizing
proposals, requests, etc. from
Civic Tech members nationwide.

* Bridging between Civic Tech
members of each area and local
governments (for the
establishment of volunteer

q

websites, for example).
-

Nationwide Civic Tech members
(Citizens)

—P « Disclosure on their own

websites
Bridging with local
governments

Consulting and requesting local
governments

(e.g., about the establishment of
volunteer websites and provision of
data) )



Q&A

Q: Is it okay to make a local government’s official website with the open source code obtained from Tokyo’s official website?

» Of course, it is okay. This time, the official website created by the Tokyo Metropolitan Government uses an open source code base, and some local
governments are using the source code to open their official websites. The open source code base is often improved from time to time. Therefore, it
is desirable to reflect the improvements on their websites. At the same time, be aware of the source and license when using open source code that
has been disclosed to the public.

Q. Is it okay to publish municipal data on an unofficial website created by local volunteers?

» Anyone can freely use the information disclosed by local governments as open data. There is information that many people want to know even if it is
not open data. It is desirable to deliver such information to residents by as many means as possible if it is transmitted correctly.

* Basically, statistical data is not copyrighted. Therefore, anyone can use it freely. If it is clearly indicated as open data, the users can utilize it with
peace of mind. When posting data, specify the source and link to the original data.

Q. We created data using a set of definition guidelines for open data items for countermeasures against COVID-19 created by Civic Tech
members. How should we open data to the public?

* First of all, publish it on the open data website of your local government.

* In the future, National Strategy office of Information and Communication Technology, Cabinet Secretariat will grasp the disclosure status of each local
government and publish it collectively (the timing is undecided). If you create and publish data in compliance with the definition guidelines for open
data items for countermeasures against COVID-19 and report it to by National Strategy office of Information and Communication Technology, a link
to the website will be set in the website of National Strategy office of Information and Communication Technology.

Q. Who should we contact if we have questions about open data or website construction?
* Feel free to consult the following contacts:

Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communications: Open data consultation website
https://www.opendata-howto.org/

Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communications: Consultation desk for public-private data and statistical data
https://www.soumu.go.jp/menu_seisaku/gyoumukanri_sonota/kanmin_data/index.html

National Strategy office of Information and Communication Technology, Cabinet Secretariat : Comprehensive consultation desk
https://cio.go.jp/it-sodan
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