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1.1. Forms of telecommunications regulator

When the 1993 OECD Communication Outlook was published, there were
only seven OECD countries with an independent regulator. As of 1 July
1999, of the 29 OECD countries, 22 countries have an independent regulator
that is structurally separate from the Ministry or other parts of the
government. In addition, there are two countries (Mexico and the Czech
Republic) that have a functionally separate regulatory body within the
Ministry. There are four countries (Japan, Korea, Poland and Turkey)
where the Ministry is still responsible for regulatory supervision as well as
policy functions while the competition authority is responsible for
telecommunications regulation in New Zealand.

Among those countries that have a ministry as regulator, Poland is planning
to establish a new independent regulator as set down in the draft of the new
telecommunication law.

In Korea, while the Ministry of Information and Communication is
responsible for telecommunications regulation, it has a semi-independent
regulatory body, Korea Communications Commission (KCC), within the
Ministry. In that commissioners are nominated by the President and enjoy
a guaranteed term of office, KCC is relatively independent from the Ministry.
Furthermore, it <can take binding decisions on disputes between
telecommunication operators. Nonetheless, KCC is not equivalent to an
independent regulator because it is a part of the Ministry and the most
important regulations such as licensing, spectrum/number allocation and
price regulation are exercised by the Ministry.

While both Mexico and the Czech Republic have a functionally separate
regulatory body within the Ministry, their structure and responsibility are
quite different. In  Mexico, although the Comision Federal de
Telecomunicaciones (Cofetel) is located within the Ministry, it acts to some
extent like a structurally independent body with autonomy in its budget and
functions. Nevertheless, Cofetel does not have a full autonomy in its
operations since the degree of independence is decided not by the law but by
a Presidential Decree. In the Czech Republic, the Czech
Telecommunications Office (CTO) is an integral part of the Ministry of
Transport and Communications. While the CTO enjoys a certain degree of
autonomy in its operation, the Ministry retains the power to control CTO.
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Table 1. Regulatory institutions in the telecommunications sector

Country Regulator Policy maker

Australia Australian Communications Authority (ACA), Department of Communications and the
Australian Competition and Consumer Commission | Arts
(ACCCQC)

Austria Telecom Control (TKC) Federal Ministry for Science and

Transport

Belgium Belgian Institute for Postal Service and | Ministry of Telecommunications
Telecommunications (BIPT)

Canada Canadian Radio-television and | Industry Canada
Telecommunications Commission (CRTC)

Czech Republic Czech Telecommunications Office (CTO) : as a | Ministry of Transport and
part of the Ministry of Transport and | Communications

Communications

Denmark National Telecom Agency (NTA) Ministry of Research and Information
Technology
Finland Telecommunications Administration Centre (TAC) Ministry of Transport and
Communications
France L'Autorité de Régulation des Télécommunications Ministére de I'Economie, des finances
(ART) et de I'lndustrie
Germany Regulatory Authority for Telecommunications and Federal Ministry of Economics and
Posts (Reg TP) Technology
Greece National Post and Telecommunications Commission Ministry of Transport and
(EETT) Communications
Hungary Communication Authority Ministry of Transport, Communications
and Water Management
Iceland Post and Telecommunication Administration (PTA) Ministry of Communications
Ireland Director of Telecommunications Regulation (ODTR) Ministry of Public Enterprise
Italy Autorita Garante nelle Comunicazioni (AGC) Ministry of Communications
Japan Ministry of Posts and Telecom (MPT) MPT
Korea Ministry of Information and Communication (MIC), MIC

Korea Communications Commission (KCC) as a
semi-independent body within the MIC

Luxembourg

Institut Luxembourgeois des Télécommunications
(ILT)

Ministry of Communications

Mexico

Comision Federal de Telecomunicaciones (Cofetel)
within SCT

Secretariat of Communications and
Trasportation (SCT)

Netherlands

Independent Posts and Telecommunications
Authority (OPTA)

Ministry of Transport and Public Works
and Water Management

New Zealand

Commerce Commission : competition authority

Ministry of Commerce

Norway Norwegian Post and Telecommunications Authority Ministry of Transport and
(NPT) Communications
Poland Ministry of Post and Telecommunications Ministry of Post and
Telecommunications
Portugal Instituto das Comunicacgdes de Portugal (ICP) Ministry of Equipment, Planning and
Territorial Administration
Spain Comisién del Mercado de Telecomunicaaciones Ministry for Development (Secretaria
(CMT) General de Comunicaciones)
Sweden National Post and Telecom Agency (NPTA) Ministry of Transport and

Communications

Switzerland

Communications Commission (ComCom),
Federal Office for Communications (OFCOM)

Federal Council (Confederation’s
executive),

Department of Environment,
Transport, Energy and Communication

Turkey

Ministry of Transport and Communications

Ministry of Transport and
Communications

United Kingdom

Office of Telecommunications (OFTEL)

Department of Trade and Industry

United States?

Federal Communications Commission (FCC)

FCC and National Telecommunications
and Information Administration (NTIA)
of the Department of Commerce

Notes: 1__f_|
2. Entries

or the United States only reflect telecommunications regulation at the federal level.

Countries where the Ministry holds both regulatory and policy functions.

Source: OECD.
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