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Studies on the construction of an ecological and taxonomic database for 1,600 angiosperms in
Hokkaido, and utilization of the data including movie pictures by mobile terminals
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Abstract

In this project we are working on the construction of a comprehensive database of approximately 1600 wild plants
that grow in Hokkaido. The database consists of both photo-images and text explanation of each plant. Photo-images
include not only those of whole figure and outer morphological features of each plant, but also of its community and
growth environment.

Text explanation includes for each plant Japanese name (Wamei) and Latin name, habitat, flowering time, plant
height, origin of Japanese name, characteristic morphological feature and name description by Kanji (Chinese
letter). In addition, seasonal changes of the growing environment as well as the community of selected plants are
presented by high-vision movies. These items in the database can be used as key words for internet- retrieval by
personal computers and mobile terminals. At present no such other comprehensive database on plants as this is
available in Japan.
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